1 Peter Chapter 3
(3:8-22)




Peter continues his instruction to believers in (today’s) northern Turkey, living as aliens
in a world hostile to born again Christians, willing to follow the Word of God. In this
chapter, Peter deals with the concept of obtaining a heavenly blessing. This blessing

comes from two areas:
How to relate to each other

ate to the unbelieving world arounc

A. Blessings from Personal Conduct, 3:8-12

B. Blessings from Presenting the Gospel, 3:13-22




A. Blessing From Personal Conduct — 3:8-12

1 Peter 3:8-9 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly,
kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil or insult for insult,
ut giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose th
inherit a blessing.




Then Peter gives a list of 8 conduct commands which will result in their inheriting that
heavenly blessing:

1. Ouo@poveg, be harmonious, literally, one minded

VUTAOELS, sympathetic, literally, together feeling

therly, actually, brotherly love




The blessing believers are to inherit is the same word as the blessing they are to give,
which is literally good words. Since it is in the context of what they inherit, we can safely
assume Peter is talking about a heavenly judgment where, at the Judgment Seat of Christ
(1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10), God will give us good words about our
heavenly rewards. This is, however, not the word used for blessed in the Sermon on the
unt (for example, blessed are the poor in spirit — Matthew 5:3, that blessed means
ter uses the Sermon-on-the-Mount word in verse 14.




Next, Peter goes to Psalm 34:12-16 to establish his thoughts. Notice, as is often true
when New Testament authors use the Old Testament,

Peter is not saying this IS that,
But this is LIKE that.

Psalm 34:12-16 &Ibs is the man

whe desives life
ing promised in Psalm 34 was earthly life &nd loves length of days that fe

hereas the blessing Peter ; ?JM% R
1 H 3 & cep goar {2 ¥ 7
tance delivered by B e ins v spasiiing deceit

Depart from evil and 3o good; Seeh
peace and pursne if,
The eyes of the LORD are {oward
the righteons Zud his ears are
open fo their cry.
The face of the 'ORD is ggainst

evildoers, To cuf off the memory of



THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS

Peter is telling his readers to live peacefully in a hostile world. If someone made a
vie or wrote a novel with a hero or heroine following the characteristics of 1 Peter
would be considered a sissy. No movie hero would look like that. If |
|d that hates me and is persecuting me by being harmoni
earted, and humble in spirit, | wi




B. Blessings from Presenting the Gospel — 3:13-22

1 Peter 3:13-14 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is
good? But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are
blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled.

Peter introduces this next section with a rhetorical question which assumes the
answer that no one can harm them, eternally-speaking. If the question was: “V
m them for doing good here on earth?” The answer would be:
point is, even if they suffer here, they wi

The New Testament Never Says God Will Bless Anyone Here on Earth



1 Peter 3:15-16 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in
you, yet with gentleness and reverence and keep a good conscience so that in the
thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will

be put to shame.

though this verse is in the middle of a sentence, | have dealt with it separately
itis the most significant verse of the chapter and one of the most signi
concerning presenting the gospel message. Ther




3. Also, we are to make a defense to everyone who asks. This assumes that we will be
living and speaking out for the Gospel and the truth of the Word of God in such a
way that people will ask us about our faith. Even if evangelism is not our gift or

calling, we should be able to respond to questions about our faith, and be living in
such a way that those questions come up.

4. Personally, we are to give an account for the hope that is in [us.] This seems to refer

not just to an objective case for Christianity (which is #2) but a personal reason for
wn faith (such as Peter gave in John 6:66-69).

Christianity should b



1 Peter 3:17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is
right rather than for doing what is wrong.

Let’s look at the actual words of this verse. It says:

KPEITTOV YOp AyaOomTolodvToc, €1 OEA0L TO OEANUC TOD O£0D, TAGYELV 1)
KOKOTTOL0VVTOC.

: For better to be doing good if the will of God wishes [or desires] su




Peter does not say the suffering of the saints is good. If suffering were good, then heaven
would be a place of suffering. He says that suffering for good is better than suffering for
evil, and sometimes it is in the will of God. Why? The answer is in the next verse.

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He
might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit

The reason suffering for good is sometimes the desire of a good God is that it results in
a greater good, a good which is not possible without suffering (Peter discusses this
ner in 4:19). The example is the suffering of Christ. He died for sins, that’s suffe
od. And it pleased a good God. The reason it pleased God is th
aithful and the glorification of Chri

........



Here Peter gives another example of Christ’s suffering. But most commentators wish he
hadn’t. Here are the four most common views of this passage:

1. This means that Christ, between His death and resurrection, descended into

Hades (of Luke 16:19-31) and offered to those who lived before Noah a second
chance for salvation.

2. This means that Christ made a proclamation to those people who lived before
Noah who are now in Hades, without offering a second chance for salvatio

ans Christ made a proclamation to demons (the spirits
ions with women before the F




1 Peter 3:21-22 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of
dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven,
after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

The first phrase of verse 21 is 0 Kol VUGG
avtiturov, literally: which now you antitype. The
idea is that the Flood was a type or example of
water saving 8 people from drowning, and
baptism is a antitype or corresponding example
where water saves people from their sins.




Then Peter makes it clear that, although they were saved by being baptized in water,
the water is not what saved them. They were saved because of their appeal to God
for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. So baptism was the
method of expressing salvation but not the means of salvation. What saved them was

ppeal to God (John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24). The appeal was for a good conscience. This

e way to state the motive for salvation. | assume Peter’s point is that
eal to have our sins washed away by the cross of Chri
ing a good conscience. And




THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS

1. Peter expects us to be able to make a reasonable rational case for our faith in Christ
as our God and Savior. Answers like: “This is what | believe,” “This is what | have
been taught,” “Jesus is in my heart,” “God answers my prayers,” won’t do. It is not

hat a rational case for the truth of biblical Christianity will convince people to
e believers. Only the Holy Spirit can do that (John 16:8). We areto t
one who asks and to give an account for the ho
istianity is a rati [




Christians have suffered tremendously over the years — burned alive, eaten by lions,
beheaded, families killed, houses burned, on and on. The reality is, we cannot be at
peace during suffering unless we know: (1) it is the will of God and (2) that God is good.

w do | know God is good? For example, if | say the God of the Bible is good, th
Quran is bad. But how do | know that?




One way is by the work of God in our lives. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin,
righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). Therefore, as a believer, | have the knowledge
that God is good because the Holy Spirit convicts my spirit about what is good and bad, so

| can recognize that God is good.

Another way is by the moral nature built into me which tells me something about good

nd evil. Most reasonable people all over the world will agree generally about good and
ven if they don’t live that way. Take, for example, the Golden Rule. Most pe
it is good to do onto others as you would have them do unto
ach that. Most Muslims probably beli




3. When Peter says: Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you, he makes it clear
that it is not the water doing the saving. For example, | could say: “Praying a sinner’s
prayer for salvation saves you, not the praying of a prayer, but an the appeal you
make to God with the prayer.” Or “Going forward in a church meeting saves you, not
walking forward, but the appeal you are expressing to God by going forward.”

r Peter, baptism was the method of salvation (Acts 2:38), for Paul, baptism
salvation (Acts 16:13-33; 1 Corinthians 1:14-17), for Jesus, ba
ith salvation (Matthew 3:14). The apostles bapti




