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13:11-18— Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon. He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presences of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life. And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed. And he causes all, the small and the great, the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, and he provides that no one will be able to buy or sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.
Another beast comes up, this one from the earth. The antichrist came from the sea and the false prophet comes from the earth. The false prophet has horns like a lamb (probably indicating a gentle “loving” personality), and he speaks as a dragon (as a representative of Satan). Notice: 
Verse 12—He makes the earth worship the first beast. Global religion joins global politics. 
Verse 13—He performs great signs and miracles. Makes fire come down out of heaven. 
Verse 14—With these signs he deceives people into building an image of the first beast. 
Verse 15—He gives breath to the image of the beast, seems to bring it to life. He tries to kill everyone who will not bow down to the beast. 
Verse 16—He causes everyone to have the mark of the beast either on his right hand or on their forehead. 
Verse 17—No one can buy or sell unless they have this mark. Global economics joins global politics and global religion. 
Verse 18— The mark of the beast is 666. No one knows what that means. We know how it is displayed (verse 16) but not what it means or how it will be written. 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 says: the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 
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