


















































___The 900s — Disorder and Despair

Middle Ages
Become Dark Ages

With no emperor (after Charle-
magne died), the West was divided
up among noblemen and feudal
landlords. The landowners built the
churches and sold church offices to
whoever they pleased. This was
called simony. The western church
experienced social, spiritual, and
moral collapse. Somehow the pope
stayed in power but was unable to
reform the church. Besides there
being no emperor in the West, the
Muslims continued to attack in the
South. Also, two new waves of at-
tacks came. The Magyars (Hungar-
ians) came from Central Asia and
the Norsemen came from
Scandinavia. The moral and politi-
cal chaos was so great in Europe,
men believed the world would end
at the year 1000.

Bright Spots in the Dark Ages

One result of the immorality of the
900s was a strengthening of the
monastery system initiated by the
one at Cluny, founded in 909. Many
sincere believers, dismayed by the
immorality of the churches, turned
to monasteries for teaching and pu-
rity.

A second bright spot was the intro-
duction of Christianity to Russia. In
988, Vladimir, Prince of Kiev, de-
cided that his empire needed one of
the world’s major religions. After
sending envoys to check out Islam,
Judaism, and Eastern and Western
Christianity, he decided on Eastern
Christianity. The reason, we're told,
was the beauty of the church of St.
Sophia in Constantinople. Vladimir
ordered the mass baptism of the
Russian people to Eastern Ortho-
dox Christianity. The books of Cyril
and Methodius were brought to the
Russian Orthodox church, which re-
mained the state church until the
Communist takeover in 1917,

Also in 966, the king of Poland was
baptized as a Roman Catholic. Al-

Catholicism in Poland today, it took
a couple more centuries before it

though this is the foundation of became the religion of the Polish
people.
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St. Sopfzia Cathedral constructed in Kiev

The Early Development of Christianity in Kiev, Russia

In 864 the Patriarch of Constantinople sent a bishop to Russia, but
the Christians he reached were exterminated by Oleg, when he came
to power in Kiev. Russia continued to be infiltrated with Christian
missionaries from Byzantium (Constantinople) and Bulgaria, and
a church was established in 945. But the national conversion of
Russia would have to wait for Oleg’s grandson Vladimir (reigned
980-1015) who invited the Orthodox to Russia in 988, as previously
described. When Vladimir died in 1015, his eldest son, Yaroslav the
Wise (reigned 1019-1054, the year of the Great Schism) murdered
two of his brothers to gain the empire. But generally, he and the
other rulers of Kiev, Russia followed the gentleness of Vladimir.
Kiev had no death penality, no torture, no mutilations, and very
little corporal punishment. Second only to Vladimir was the influ-
ence of a monk named Theodosius (died in 1074). Around 1051 a
Russian monk who had lived at Mt. Athos founded a monastery
called “The Monastery of the Caves” just outside Kiev. Theodosius
reorganized that monastery and became known for his poverty and
aid to the poor (similar to Francis of Assisi in the West).
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Disorder and Despair
The 900s

The immorality of the Western Church included a certain practice
of the feudal landlords. This practice is called

1500 2000

and defined as . Besides not having an emperor, Europe

was invaded or attacked by the from the North (Scandanavia)

from the East (Central Asia)

from the South,

There were three bright spots in the 900s for Christianity. They were:

ot (e o .~ What can we learn
% b - -~ vy S from the 900s?
- o s The following conclusion is
"“** the opinion of the author. Do
g < you agree with it? How
# would you change it? Can
#& 4 you add others?

Christianity can sur-
vive anything. It's
truly amazing that any
meaningful Christian-
ity would survive the
900s. The Western
Church was corrupt and
the Russian Church was
formed for materialistic
political gratification.
Yet Christianity sur-
vived. When the church
was intolerable, Chris-
tians went to monaster-
ies for truth and righ-
teousness. It would
seem that institutions
are not the protector of
Christianity—the Holy
Spirit is. When organi-
zations fail, Christians
just form other ones.
The faithful remnant
has always emerged
somewhere (see Acts 8).

4 A Medieval Monastery



‘The 1000s — A Reform, a Split,

and a Crusade

All things considered, the 1000s
were better years for the church
than the 900s—but that’s not say-
ing much.

A Reform in the Western Church

The monastic movement of the 900s
led to a reform mentality in the
1000s. The height of the reform
came from Hildebrand (Pope Gre-
gory VII, 1073-85). The reformers
insisted (1) simony (the buying or
selling of a church office) was wrong
and (2) the clergy must be celibate.
Emperor Henry IV clashed with
Hildebrand over the reforms, The
pope excommunicated him. Henry
went to Italy and stood for three
days in the snow in front of a for-
tress where the pope was staying,
thus forcing him to forgive the em-
peror. This demonstrated the power
of the pope, but it also allowed
Henry to continue his fight against
the reformers. Eventually all three
major areas of Europe (England,
France, and the Holy Roman Em-
pire) accepted the pope as supreme
in the church.

The Split
In 1043 Michael Cellarius was
named patriarch of the Orthodox
Church in Constantinople. Cellari-
us was just as ambitious for East-
ern ways as the reformers were in
the West. In the mid-40s after a
Norman invasion of a Byzantine
territory in southern Italy, Rome
replaced the Eastern clergy with
Western ones.

The Eastern Orthodox
Church believed:

The Western Roman
Catholic Church believed:

1-In nationally autonomous
churches (the pope was only
over the West)

1-In one universal (catholic)
church, headed by the pope

3-Only the first seven church
councils are authoritative

5-The mass is to be in Greek
(or the language of the people)

3—All Roman Catholic church
councils are authoritative

5—The mass is to be in Latin
only

T-Icons must be pictures, not
statues

7—Icons can be statues

n an Eastern date for Easter

9-In a Wester_r_x_gl__z_até for Easter
gl e

maculate coriception of Mary.

Today—Both hold to transubstantiation (p. 29) and the perpetual
virginity of Mary, but only the Western Church holds to the im-

The patriarch countered by closing
all Roman Catholic churches in
Constantinople. The pope sent his
advisor—a narrow-minded tactless
man named Humbert—to Constan-
tinople. When the patriarch ignored
him, he presented a parchment on
July 16, 1054, in the Cathedral of
Hogia Sophia, which excommuni-
cated the patriarch. The next week,
Cellarius also condemned Humbert.

:, t’}' The First Crusade

/" 4l A% Although 1054 is usually
4

given as the official date of
the Great Schism, the real
split was both delayed and
finalized by the crusades.
Back in the 900s, the East-
ern Empire kept the Arab
Muslims away, but in 1071
the new enemy, the Turk-
ish Muslims, defeated the
forces of Byzantium, con-
quering Jerusalem and
Asia Minor, thus taking
half of the Eastern Em-
pire. In 1095, after re-
peated appeals from the
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East, Pope Urban Il called all
Catholics to recapture Palestine.
The crowd chanted “Deus Vult”
(God wills it), a phrase Urban made
the slogan of the first and only suc-
cessful erusade.

Why Crusades?

The crusades were appealing be-
cause: (1) they offered a sense of
adventure, (2) they provided a pil-
grimage to the Holy Land, (3) the
pope gave the crusaders a ticket out
of purgatory and into heaven, and
(4) they finally gave lay people
something to do besides join a mon-
astery.

By 1096 the crusaders reached
Constantinople. Resupplied by the
emperor, they captured Antioch in
1098 and Jerusalem in 1099. The
crusaders took no prisoners. Their
bloody campaign killed not only
Turks but Jews along the way. The
violence of the first crusade in-
spired Muslim forces (disjointed at
the time) to reunite with a ven-
geance.



A Reform, a Split, and a Crusade
.I,.

The 1000s

The reform in the West was under Pope

1500 2000

who, among other things, insisted that (1)

and (2)
The split between the Eastern and Western
Church included 10 differences. See how Eastern Orthodox Church| Western Roman
manv vou can list in the table on the right. Catholie Church
What was the slogan of the first crusade, 1-
initiated by Pope Urban II?

9_

3-
Whv did people go on crusades?

4—
1.

5
2.

6
3.

7_
4,

8—
What happened during the first crusades
on these dates? 9-
1096 _|10-
1098
1099

What can we learn from the 1000s?

The following conclusions are the opinion of the author. Do you agree with them? How would you change them?
Can you add others?

1. We should not declare that we know God’s will in matters not stated in Scripture (Ecclesiastes
3:11, John 3:8). The slogan of the first crusade, initiated by the pope and repeated by the army, “Deus
Vult,” assumed they knew this to be the will of God. If that’s true, we must ask what part of it was the will
of God? Was it the violent slaughter of Jews and Muslims or the military possession of Palestine? By the
way, Palestine was lost to the Muslims 200 years later after the death of thousands of Christians, including
many children! In reality, the crusades were an act of foolish pride which have served as an embarrassment
to Christianity ever since—all in the name of knowing God’s will!

2. Organizational splits rarely hinder and usually help Christianity in the long run. The split be-
tween the Eastern and Western Church was mostly over non-theological issues, but even when theology is
the issue, splits generally help both groups. The same thing was true at the Reformation, also when the
Armenians separated from the Calvinists, when Whitefield separated from the Wesleys, and when premil-
lennialism separated from amillennialism, ete. Separation allows both groups to pursue their own convic-
tions, and it seems that God generally uses both. No group is right about everything. Human institutions
aren’t eternal anyway, so if it's necessary, separate and press on.
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The 1100s—New Monks, New Schools,

The Rise and Fall
of the Cistercians

With reform, and therefore the
strengthening of the church, came
a crisis in the Benedictine monas-
teries. Education, once centered
around monks, was now taken over
by the non-monastic clergy and
eventually the civil government.
New monastic systems began to
appear, the most popular of which
was the Cistercians (founded in
1097), an offshoot of a Benedictine
house. The most remarkable leader
was Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-
1153), who founded 65 new monas-
teries. It was said that mothers hid
their sons and wives their hushands
when he came fishing for souls. The
Cistercians emphasized manual la-
bor instead of education and became
the dominant monastery system of
the 1100s. But as the century came
to an end, their success had become
their failure. They became wealthy
and famous for their agricultural
skills but lax in spiritual develop-
ment.

The Scholastics

This group bridged the gap between
the church and the university as the
center of higher education. The
scholastics (school men) believed
that instead of truth beginning with
just blind faith, truth—especially
the truth of Christianity—was dis-
covered and confirmed by question-
ing with the use of logic and rea-
son. The three most prominent
scholastics were: Anselm (1033-
1109), who taught (1) Christ’s death
was a satisfaction to God, not aran-
som paid to Satan (Origien’s teach-
ing), and (2) the ontological argu-
ment for God’s existence. Abelard
(1079-1142), whose methods be-
came the basis of the university’s
education style (doubt, question,
reason) and Aquinas (1225-74).

A New Way to Build
Church Buildings
Back in the 300s Constantine (and

‘and New Church Buildings

Thomas Aquinas (1225-74)

Thomas Aquinas came from an in-
fluential family who sent him to
the University of Naples when he
was 14. Thomas was a heavy, quiet
boy nicknamed “the dumb ox” by
his classmates—who obviously
didn’t realize he would go on to
write 18 volumes of theology and
be the greatest theologian of the
Middle Ages. When Thomas, being
impressed by his Dominican teach-
ers, decided to join that order, his
family objected, wanting him to be
a wealthy nobleman. His brothers
even kidnapped him for 15 months,
offered to buy him the post of Arch-
bishop of Naples, and tempted him

[Chronologically Aquinas belongs in
the next century, but he is included here because he was a scholastic.]

with a prostitute. All their efforts
failed, and Thomas went to
Paris—medieval Europe’s center
of theological study.

Aquinas studied Aristotle and|
learned that truth is acquired,
through reason. In his great work:
Summa Theologiae (a summa-,
tion of theological knowledge con-
cluded in 1272), he compared rea-
son and revelation. He claimed
that, though revelation never
contradicted reason, reason alone
is sufficient to understand our-
selves or God. A triune God is
only available through revelation
but only known through reason.
Aquinas was always a quiet
humble man, turning down many
positions and remaining a
teacher all his life. He died at the
age of 49.

his mother) built churches after the
style of the Basilica (the rectangu-
lar Roman meeting house), which
took the form called Ro-
manesque—massive pillars sup-
porting a barrel-vault dome. These
churches were dark with few win-
dows. In 1144 a new style church
was completed in Paris called
Gothic. These churches were sup-
ported from outside with flying but-
tresses, thus allowing for more win-
dows. The Gothic style was charac-
terized by delicacy and painted pil-
lars which reached to the sky, seem-
ing to point to or reach to God. The
Eastern Church, however, devel-
oped and kept a Byzantine style of
rounded or onion domes, more re-
flecting their theology that Godis a
great covering, a protector, a sover-
eign over every aspect of life.
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A Second Crusade Fails

A second crusade was encouraged
by the teaching of Bernard of
Clairvaux and supported by the
kings of France and the Holy Ro-
man Empire. The crusaders were
defeated at Damascus. The church
was confused, surprised, and an-
gered by the loss. The West blamed
the East, and Bernard of Clairvaux
inspired another crusade which
won a campaign against Constanti-
nople. That crusade destroyed
whatever ties were left between the

East and the West. Byzantine
Gothic (Eastern
(Romat} Orthodox)
Catholic)

Romanesque

)



New: Monks, Schools, and Churches
»a The 1100s

* 900s, a weak church strengthened the monasteries. ‘
* 1000s, a stronger church weakened the monasteries. !
® 1100s, there emerged a new kind of monastery J

called a monastery, after its tounaer

This monastery emphasized instead of

The result was

The old Romanesque church was repliaced with two styles. One in the East and one in the West. See if
you can draw a picture of each church style.

Y .
Romanesque Gothic Byzantine

represented

represented

Name the three main “scholastics” (school men) and the contribution of each:

° who taught (1)
(2)

whose methods were

. who wrote
and taught

What can we learn from the 1100s?
Flying Bubtress The following conclusion is the opinion of the author. Do you agree with it? How
N\ on-a Gothic Church would you change it? Can you add others?

Christianity has always benefitted from reason and sound teaching. From the apolo-
gists of the second century to the teaching of Augustine, Aquinas, Wyclif, Hus, Luther, Calvin,
the Wesleys, Spurgeon, C.S. Lewis, and many many others, Christianity has always made
one of its biggest contributions in the area of reasoning and sound teaching. When the mon-
asteries were becoming irrelevant, the friars revitalized the monks by becoming teachers.
When the Roman Catholic church was spiritually bankrupt, the Jesuits turned it completely
around by recruiting and training excellent teachers. The liberals and humanists of the
1800s were defeated by the evangelicals because of their reason and sound teaching. The
basis of success of nearly every missionary effort has been sound teaching. (See Deuter-
onomy 4:1-2; 29:29; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-3; 119:1-2, 9, 11-13, 33-34 97-99, 105,'160; Isaiah
1:2-3; 5:13; Hosea 4:1, 6, 6:6; Malachi 2:7; Luke 11:52; John 8:31-32; 17:3, 17; Romans 10:1-
3; Philippians 1:9-10; Ephesians 4:4; Colossians 1:9-10; 1 Timothy 2:1, 4; 2 Timothy 2:15;
4:2-3; and 3 John 1-4).
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The 1200s — The Friars and the Inquisifion

The new monks, new education, and
new churches of the 1100s did not
strengthen the control of the West-
ern church over Christians. Just the
opposite. The 1200s saw many new
ideas developed, some inside and
some outside the church, but all
seem to have had a pre-reformation
mood. The Roman church was
threatened and less successful in
controlling this new independent,
Bible teaching, missionary spirit.

The Friars

The 1200s were a pivot point in
monastic development. This was
the century that marked the declin-
ing of importance of the cloistered
(live-in) monasteries. They contin-
ued, but the idea of isolated holiness
was no longer popular. Europe was
more settled. Towns and cities were
developing, populations were grow-
ing. The church needed public help
not isolated monks. In response to
this came the friars. Friars were
men who lived as ascetic monksbut
worked and preached in the cities
among the people. The
most noted friars were
the Franciscans, who
developed from the
teachings of Francis
of Assisi (1182-1226),
and the Dominicans,
founded by Dominic
de Guzman (1170-1221). i}
Both were groups of wandering
working monks. The Franciscans
emphasized preaching and helping
the sick and other social service,
whereas the Dominicans empha-
sized education and missions, which
led to the establishment of colleges
and seminaries.

The Waldensians

The mere existence of this pre-ref-

ormation group reflects the mood of

the age. They were originally follow-
ers of a wealthy merchant of Lyons
by the name of Peter Waldo. Con-
verted around 1175, he lived a life
of poverty while doing evangelism
using the New Testament trans-
lated into the language of the
people. At first he was supported by

the church, but they soon saw him
as a threat. By 1214 the pope de-

Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)

Francis was born to a wealthy
Italian cloth merchant who
wanted him to be a knight. But
illness, a pilgrimage to Rome, and
a vision converted Francis to life
as a monk. His father objected to
Francis’ application of the Gospel
when it involved giving to the
poor, so Francis left home in a
ragged cloak and a rope belt,
which he took off a scarecrow.

His charm and humility attract-
ed many followers. In 1210 the
pope approved his efforts, and he
began an order of friars called the
“Lesser Brothers.”

Between 1212 and 1219, Francis
made several missionary trips to
Syria, Monaco, and the Muslims
of the Middle East. None of these
trips were very successful. Upon
his return, he discovered that his
groups had developed an elabo-
rate organization which they ex-
pected Francis to lead. Uninter-
ested in organized structure,
Francis laid down his leadership
and returned to wandering and
preaching. It is said that even the
birds and animals enjoyed his ser-
mons, but actually, Francis did not
retreat into nature. He spent most
of his time in cities, preaching the
Gospel to ordinary people and
helping the poor. Francis re-
treated to a hermitage on Monte
Alvernia where he became ill.
Amidst sickness and blindness, he
composed several significant
books before his death at age 44.
Some have alleged that the
wounds of Christ appeared on his

body before he died.
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clared the Waldensians (and other
unauthorized groups) to be heretics
to be hunted down by the Inquisi-
tion. But the Waldensians survived
to greatly influence the Reforma-
tion in Central Europe. Their con-
demnation was because: (1) they
saw the Roman Catholic church as
the “whore of Babylon,” (2) they
taught from the Bible, and (3) they
rejected the clergy as well as (4)
prayers for the dead, and (5) all
Catholic holidays except Sunday
because they couldn’t find them in
the New Testament.

The Inquisition

The Inquisition was a special Ro-
man Catholic court with the au-
thority to judge intentions as well
as actions. The inquisitor was judge
and jury. Although counselors and
witnesses were often present, the
inquisitor was not bound to listen
to them. It was generally better to
confess than to make a defense.
The inquisitor or his vicar would
arrive in a town and deliver a ser-
mon calling for anyone suspected
of heresy. This was followed by a
grace period where anyone could
freely confess. Non-confession usu-
ally meant a trial that took years,
while the defendant was impris-
oned under horrible conditions and
tortured. By the mid-1200s, con-
victed heretics were turned over to
the state which was obligated to
execute them, The Inquisition did
eliminate many cults, but it failed
to destroy the impact of the
Waldensians, Wyclif, or Hus. In the
end, several inquisitors were assas-
sinated.

The Fall of the Crusader States

The only lasting effect of the Cru-
sades was to drive a permanent
wedge between the eastern and
western church. Every captured
area became a battlefront for an in-
ternal power struggle, and failures
were blamed on the “other” church.
The crusader states were captured
by the Muslims in 1291 and the
movement lost its impetus.



The Friars and the Ing
The 1200s

The old cloistered monasteries, both the Benedictines and the Cistercians,
were falling out of favor. Why was that? ‘

uisition

500 2000

| They were being replaced by traveling monks called

Two prominent groups were the named after

and the : named after

The Waldensians were badly persecuted, yet very significant. They were significant because .

They were persecuted because (1)

(2) (3)

(4) (5)

The Inquisition was a religious court of the Roman Catholic church. Describe how it worked.

The crusader states lasted about 200 years from the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 to its recapture by
the Muslims in 1291. What was the lasting effect of the Crusades?

What can we learn from the 1200s?

The following conclusions are the opinion of the author. Do you agree with them? How would you change them?
Can you add others?

1. Christians should respond to needs with new movements. New wine requires new wineskins, and our
wineskins are constantly growing old. The old ones don’ tend to go away, but new ones should emerge
anyway. The new traveling monks of the 1200s responded to real needs, inventing a new kind of monk.

2. True leadership has to do with influence and may not be the same as organizational
leadership.Francis of Assisi was uninterested in leading the organization founded by those who were led
by his influence. Many Christian leaders (like Christ and the apostles) never headed organizations

3. Judgment should never go further than excommunication. The church is to judge itselfin the sense
of discernment, confrontation, and excommunication (Matthew 18:15-17, 1 Corinthians 5:9-13) but never
punishment (Matthew 7:1, John 8:1-15). The Inquisition was a gross error because it saw the church as a
governing authority which only the state should be (Romans 13:1-4, 1 Peter 2:13-15).
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~ The 1300s — The Papacy Splits

The Great Papal Schism

Here is the sequence of events that
led to there being two then three
popes. (1) In 1305 the cardinals
were split between Italians and
French when the Archbishop of
Bardeaux was elected pope. He
never went to Rome. Instead he set
up headquarters in an elegant pal-
ace in Avignon, France. He was the
first of six Avignon, and therefore
pro-French, popes. (2) Finally, in
1367, Pope Urban V moved to
Rome, but political pressure forced
himback to Avignon (82% of the car-
dinals were now French). (3) His
successor, Gregory XI, left Avignon
in 1376 and died in Rome in 1387.
(4) Amidst riot and confusion, the
cardinals, fearing the public out-
rage, elected an Italian Pope, Ur-
ban VI (1378-89). But Urban’s vio-
lent and abusive treatment of the
cardinals led them to believe he was
insane. (5) So they publicly repudi-
ated his election and elected one of
themselves Pope Clement VII
(1378-94). Clement, unable to gain
power in Rome, moved back to
Avignon. So now there were two
popes. During the split, there were
four successive popes in Rome and
two in Avignon. (6) An attempt to
end the schism in Pisa in 1410 by
deposing the two and electing a
single pope only resulted in having
three popes. (7) Finally, in 1417, at
the Council of Constance, all three
were deposed and Martin V was rec-
ognized as the first pope over the
entire Western church in 70 years.

@ Pisa—-3 popes
@ Constance-1 pope, Martin V

John Wyclif (1329-84)

Possibly the spiritual father of the
Reformation was John Wyclif. He
came from northern England to be
one of the leading philosophers at
Oxford. He was also invited to
serve in the court by John of

the acting ruler at the time. Wyclif
offended the Roman church by
backing the government’s right to
seize the property of corrupt
clergy. His views were condemned
by the pope in 1372, but that did
not deter him. He opposed the
doctrine of transubstantiation (see
“Views of the Eurarest” on page
29), and claimed the church was
a people of God who did not need
a priest to mediate for them. He
recorded his views in Summa

Theologiae and many other
books. He also initiated an En-

glish translation of the Latin
Vulgate (The Wyclif Bible finally
published in 1388). Gradually,

abandoned by his friends in high
places, Wyclif was forced out of
Oxford in 1382. A sick man, he
died two years later at the age of’
55. But Wyclif had defined the
basic theology of the Reformation
and published an English Bible.
Wyclif’s followers developed an or-
ganization with its own clergy in
1395 which paved the way for the

Reformation in Europe. His

bones were disinterred and

burned at the stake in 1427, 43

years after his death.
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The Black Plague

For the average Christian of the
1300s, the papal schism was only a
topic for conversation compared to
a much bigger problem—the Black
Plague. The Bubonic Plague first
struck Europe in 1347 in an epi-
demic known as “the Black Death.”
In three years it killed about one-
third of the Western church. Dur-
ing the remainder of the 1300s and
the 1400s, Europe could be de-
scribed as a death-oriented society.
Actually, the doctors themselves
helped spread the plague. Being
unaware of germs and bacteria,
they carried the disease from per-
son to person. The Jews did better
than others because they followed
the Old Testament laws of ceremo-
nial washings and quarantine.

The Muslims

The Muslim Ottoman Turks were a
second big problem, both in the
Eastern and Western church. In
1354 they began their advance into
Europe. By the end of the 1300s,
Ottoman Turks occupied Bulgaria
and Serbia, placing these Eastern
Orthodox states under Islamic au-
thority.

From Cities to Nations
The first big difference between
medieval and modern politics is
that today we have borders, and
they had centers. We think of a na-
tion as having borders which must
be defended. The ancient world
thought of cities as centers of king-
doms. As you moved out of a city
center, you gradually began to
leave one area and its culture and
move into another. In many ways,
the end of the 1300s is a pivot point
in that change. There was a sec-
ond change. People began to think
of themselves as “English” or
“French” or “Russian.” Third, the
Black Plague had greatly reduced
the population so there was less
need for farmers, more of a move-
ment to cities or from one city to
another, and hence more interest
in a national identity.



The Papacy S
The 1300s

lits

In a sense, the Dark Ages, which began in the 900s,
continued through the 1300s.

Using this map, retrace what happened during the
papal schism. [It's not necessary to remember the dates
and names of the popes, except the last one, but you
should be able to tell the story of what happened.]

How much of the Western church was killed by the
Black Plague?

Who was the most significant man in Christian history
in England during the 1300s and why might he be
considered the father of the Reformation?

His name was

and he

What were some of the changes across Europe which made the end of the 1300s a pivot point of sorts?

L

2.

What can we learn from the 1300s?

The following conclusion is the opinion of the author. Do you agree with it? How would you change it? Can you
add others?

The leadership model of Old Testament Israel is not for the church. The problem with several popes
comes from thinking that we must have a leader with the power of the Old testament high priest. The medieval
church, especially since Augustine, saw the church as Israel. This required an official clergy with specifically
designated power. Power can always be corrupted, and the popes of the Middle Ages were often corrupt. But the
problem was more basic than that. The most asked question about the nature of the church was laid on the
table in the 1300s by John Wyclif when he declared the priesthood of the believer and the ultimate sufficiency
of the Bible (two of Luther’s basic Reformation points). This statement by Wyeclif (although he did not empha-
size its implications) ended the possibility of the church being a continuation of Israel. Israel (from 1500 B.c. to
Christ) was not supposed to operate without an official clergy of Levitical priests. Wyclif said the church, i.e.,
the individual believers, needs no such clergy.

25



__The 1400s — The Renaissance

The Renaissance Humanists
“Renaissance” is a word historians
of the 1800s used to describe the
cultural changes of Europe during
the 1400s and 1500s. It means “re-
birth” and usually refers to general
cultural improvements and changes
in the arts. The 1400s saw the in-
troduction of clocks in homes and
the tablefork. The Renaissance also
referred to a rebirth of the old clas-
sic Greek literature of authors like
Plato and Aristotle of the 200s
through the 400s B.c. Scholars pro-
moting this literature were called
“humanists.” At first they were
Christians, but gradually they
abandoned interest in the Bible and
swung their attention to the clas-
sics for their world view.

The Renaissance humanists helped
bring about the Reformation in two
ways: (1) they so completely aban-
doned the Bible that true believers
like Luther were inspired to get
back to it and (2) their emphasis on
the classics reintroduced the Greek
language to students, which was the
language in which the New Testa-
ment was written. It was during the
study of this Greek New Testament
that Luther was “reborn.”

America

In 1492, Columbus sailed to
America for the Spanish Queen
Isabella.

Jan Hus (1369-1415)

Jan Hus (in Europe pronounced
Yan Hoos) was champion of
church reform and Czech nation-
alism. Hus was the theological
link between Wyclif and Luther.
Ordained a priest in 1401, he
spent much of his career teach-
ing at Charles University in
Prague and preaching at Bethle-
hem Chapel. Hus was a student
of the writings of Wyclif,

(1) Hus defended
the traditional
role of the clergy,
but he con-
demned its cor-
ruption, criti-
cized the wor- .
ship of images
and belief in su-
perstition and false miracles. (2)
He taught that only God could
forgive sin and (3) stressed the

Bible as the authority of the

church. All of these elevated
preaching to being central in
church services.

In 1415 Hus attended the Coun-
cil of Constance to defend his
views. [Remember, this is the
Council that finally eliminated
the three popes and united the
western church under one, Mar-
tin V.] Although he was guaran-
teed the emperor’s safe conduct,
Hus was tried, condemned, and
burned at the stake without any
real opportunity to express his
views. His death (at the age of 41)
so inspired the Czech people that
they formed a Hussite Church,
which might be considered a true
Protestant church. It lasted un-
til the Roman Catholic Haps-
burgs conquered Bohemia in
1620. But the Hussites remained
to later influence the Bohemian
Brethren movement.

The Spanish Inquisition

The Inquisition (see page 22) came
under secular control as early as
1230. But it was not until 1480 that
the Catholic monarchs Ferdinand
and Isabella made the Spanish In-
quisition a royal instrument of ter-
ror centered in Madrid.

Erasmus and “The Brethren of
Common Life”

This reform movement within the
Roman Catholic church shows
the strong feeling for what was
soon to be Protestantism. A man
named Geert Groote (1340-1384)
became a traveling monk dedi-
cated to godly living and criticiz-
ing the simony and immorality in
the clergy. One of his disciples
from Prague, Florens Radewijns
(1350-1400), organized a group
called “The Brethren of Common
Life” dedicated to spiritual disci-
pline and education. They taught,
wrote, and founded schools. The
most noted member was Thomas

Kempis (1380-1471) who was
discipled by Radewijns from age
12 and dedicated his 91 years of
life to this movement. His book,
The Imitation of Christ, was the
most influential devotional hand-
book of the Middle Ages. Another
student of “The Brethren of Com-
mon Life” was Erasmus of
Rotterdam (1467-1536). Erasmus
was philosophically a true Prot-
estant. He wrote and taught (1)
against the corruption of Rome
and (2) that truth came from the
Bible. He published a Greek New
Testament in 15186, the first ever
printed. It is said, “ Erasmus laid
the egg that Luther hatched.”
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The Gutenberg Printing Press
The art of printing from wooden
blocks was invented in Asia some-
time in the 400s A.p., and the Chi-
nese actually printed a book in 868.
But in 1445 Johann Gutenberg
(1400-1468) pioneered printing with
movable metal type in Maniz, Ger-
many. He printed his first book in
1456—the Bible. Printing did not
spread outside Mainz until the
1460s, but by the time Luther was
born in 1483, printing was well-es-
tablished throughout Europe. With-
out the printing press, the Reforma-
tion probably would not have hap-
pened. Gutenberg's invention
mechanized the Reformation.
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The Renaissance
The 1400s

What effects did the Renaissance humanists have on the Reformation?

1.

2,

What Czech (Bohemian) nationalist was theologically between Wyclif and Luther?
He taught:

What is the significance of “The Brethren of Common Life”?

One of their most influential students was Erasmus. who taught (1)

What can we learn from the 1400s?

The following conclusion is the opinion of the author. Do you agree with it? How would you change it? Can you
add others?

The spiritual growth of Christianity is directly proportional to its involvement in education
and inversely proportional to its involvement in its own internal structures. It is impossible for
Christians to serve people and rule over them at the same time. That is true whether it involves internal
rule, which emphasizes structures, or external rule of local, regional, or national social political issues.
Whenever we educate and evangelize, we serve others and grow spiritually. While the Catholics, the East-
ern Orthodox, and later the Protestant denominations, were fighting over structures and control, groups
like the Waldensians and “The Brethren of Common Life” and individuals like Wyclif, Hus, and Erasmus
made an impact on the spiritual growth of Christians by teaching the truth of the Word of God. Examples:

Emphasis on Structure Emphasis on Education

e Bishops, Metropolitans, Popes * Apologists of the 200s

* Territorial struggles of medieval Europe * Monasteries

» Immorality of medieval clergy * Wyclif, Hus, and Erasmus

» Orthodoxy, Catholicism, ... * Luther, Calvin, Wesleys, ... ;

¢ Denomination control * Independent missionary societies

* Control of the local church * The great evangelicals and campus
and Bible study organizations
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There were four main networks of
the Reformation (with many other
smaller ones). There was (1) the
German Reformation, (2) the Swiss
Reformation, (3) the British Refor-
mation, and (4) the Roman Catho-
lic Counter-Reformation.

The German Reformation

The 1500s began with Western
Christianity at its lowest ebb. All
opposition to the corrupt Catholic
church was dying. When Leo X be-
came pope in 1513, he said, Now
that we have attained the papacy,
let us enjoy it! The Lateran Coun-
cil of March, 1517, ended in com-
placent self-confidence. But on All-
Saints’ Day (October 31, 1517), an
unknown monk named Luther
nailed 95 theses to the door of the
Wittenburg Church. In one pivotal
act, the Roman Catholic control of
European Christianity was over.

Luther had not intended to begin a
reformation. He only wanted to
force a debate over the issue of in-
dulgences with the leadership of the
Catholic church. But when the pope
excommunicated him in 1520, he
was forced to fight from outside Ca-
tholicism. He took a dramatic stand
against both the pope and the em-
peror. The vast majority of the Ger-
man people backed Luther, and the
German princes protested the
emperor’s condemnation of him.
(Some say this is where the term
“Protestant” came from.)

Selling indulgences: Clergymen and
banker’s agents collect money in
return for absolving the purchaser of
temporal and purgatorial punish-
ment. The banner is a symbol of the
pope’s authorization.

The 1500s — The Reformation, Part |

Martin Luther (1483-1546)
More books have been written
about Martin Luther than any
other figure in history except
Jesus Christ. Luther was born in
Eisleben, Germany and studied
law at the University of Erfurt. On
July 2, 1505, he was caught in a
violent thunderstorm where in
fear for his life he prayed to St.
Anne, promising to become a
monk if delivered from the storm.
He kept his promise and joined
the Augustinian Hermits that
year. He was ordained in 1507 and
became a Doctor of Theology and
Professor of Biblical Studies in
1512. During his studies, Luther
was converted-not by mystical ex-
perience but through reason and
understanding brought about by
a study of the Scripture.

Listen to his testimony, Night and
day I pondered until I saw the con-
nection between the justice of God
and the statement that “the just
shall live by faith.” Then I grasped
that the justice of God is that righ-
teousness by which, through grace
and sheer mercy, God justifies us
through faith. Thereupon I felt
myself to be reborn. ... This pas-
sage of Paul [Romans 1:17] be-
came to me a gate to heaven ...

In 1517 at the age of 34, Luther,
desiring to debate the practice of
indulgences, nailed 95 theses to
the door of the Wittenberg
Church. No one showed up to de-
bate. But the printing press began
to roll, and Luther’s points were
all over Europe in a matter of
weeks. In December of that year,

the archbishop complained about
him to Rome. In 1519 in a debate,
Luther denied the supremacy of
the pope and the infallibility of
church councils. He was excom-
municated in 1520 by the pope
and outlawed by the Emperor
Charles V in 1521. In April he
was kidnapped by his friends and
taken to Wartburg Castle for his
own safety. He remained there 8
months while he translated the
New Testament into German.

In 1525 he married
Katherine Von
Bora, aformer nun
and an industrious
and feisty woman.
She bore him six
children plus they
raised some or-
phans.

Luther loved to drink beer and
wine but was never seen drunk.
He loved sex but was never un-
faithful to Katherine. He often
used rough language but feared
God when he preached. He
preached over 4,000 sermons (of
which 2,300 still survive). He
wrote books, pamphlets, and
songs. He published manuscripts
of his debates and a German
Bible in 1534. Lest we think he
mellowed as he got older, his last
pamphlet was called Against the
Papacy of Rome, An Institution of
the Devil. Luther was sick much
of his life, probably due to his
early self-mistreatment at the
monastery. On February 18,
1546, he died in Eisleben, the city
of his birth, at the age of 63.
Katherine lived until 1552,

Luther’s Three

W2 Reformation Principles
Luther’s main emphases
were: (1) salvation is by
grace alone, (2) through
faith alone—not works
and not the church, and (3)
the Bible aloneis the sole
authority over Chris-
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tianity—not tradition, papal bulls,
or church councils. Luther stressed
that each believer is a priest and

needs no clergy to represent him
before God.

Luther’s writings greatly influenced
Calvin and Cranmer, so Luther im-
pacted the entire Reformation—
German, Swiss, and English.
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The Swiss Reformation

This Reformation
began in Switzer-
land at about the
same time as the
German Reforma-
tion but indepen-
dent of it. ; s
Here the key figure is a man named
Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531). His the-
ology was basically identical to
Luther’s except for the significance
of the Eucharist. Zwingli was edu-
cated in Basil and Vienna. He also
met Erasmus in 1515 and was
greatly influenced by him. He was
33 when Luther nailed up the 95
theses and the following year (1518)
he was made a people’s priest in
Zurich. He began lecturing on the
New Testament, gaining evangeli-
cal belief as he reflected on the cor-
ruption in the church and began to
reform Zurich, working closely with
the city council. In 1522 he secretly
married Anna Meyer (who bore him
four children). Zwingli devastated
the Catholic bishop who opposed
him in two debates in 1523. But in
1529 he reached a deadlock with
Luther over the Eucharest.

Views of the Eucharest
Roman Catholic—The bread
and wine become Christ’s body
and blood (transubstantiation)
Luther—Christ’s body and
blood are virtually “present and
combined with” the bread and
wine (consubstantiation)
Zwingli—The bread and wine
are a memorial (a remem-
brance) of Christ’s body and
blood

Calvin—Christ’s body and
blood are spiritually present
with the bread and wine

About this time another Protestant
movement began in Zurich. Some
of Zwingli’s associates did not be-
lieve the Reformation was going far
enough. Zwingli’s city council re-
stricted these radicals, who on
January 21, 1525, in a nearby vil-
lage baptized each other and formed

John Calvin (1509-1564)

The Reformation next moved into
another Swiss town, Geneva, in
the person of John Calvin. He was
a Frenchman who ran into
Luther’s teachings in Paris and
experienced a dramatic conver-
sion in 1533. He was initially in-
vited to Geneva, but the town
people strongly opposed Calvin,

in 1539.
In 1539 Calvin published his fa-
mous commentary on Romans. In

1541 he was invited back to

cil, who was committed to accept

forcing him to move to Strasbourg 48

Geneva, this time by the city coun- | *

his revisions of the town laws.
Calvin saw Geneva as a starting
point to create a more visible city
of God in Europe. He founded the
Geneva Academy and ruled
Geneva with near absolute au-
thority. Those who refused him
were often persecuted.

Calvin was 8-years-
old when Luther
nailed up his 95 the-
ses, 37 when Luther
died, and 55 when he
died. He was the un-
g disputed leader of the
most influential Prot-
estant city in Europe.

the group later called the
Anabaptists or re-baptizers. The
other reformers, including Luther,
accepted infant baptism. Adult vol-
untary baptism was a totally radi-
cal idea. The Anabaptists believed
in (1) adult baptism, (2) separation
of church and state, (3) congrega-
tional church government, and (4)
military non-violence. Otherwise,
they believed the same as the other
reformers.

There were 25 years of
violent persecution of
the Anabaptists. Dur-
: j_{ ing this time Menno
./ Simons (1496-1561,
¢ baptized in 1536) be-
K. came a prominent
% leader in evangelism.

His followers are still called the
Mennonites. Many of today’s
Brethren groups also originated
from the Anabaptists of this period.

The British Reformation

The initial driving force behind the
British Reformation was not theol-
ogy but royal politics. Henry VIII
(King of England 1509-47) wanted
to divorce his wife Catherine be-
cause she had produced only one
surviving child, a daughter Mary.
When Pope Clement VII refused,
(Catherine being the aunt of the
powerful Emperor Charles V),
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Henry appointed Thomas Cranmer
as Archbishop of Canterbury, who
declared the marriage invalid. The
pope then excommunicated Henry.
This irritated the British Parlia-
ment, which passed laws restrict-
ing the clergy, and finally in 1534
declared Henry to be “the only su-
preme head on earth of the Church
of England.” Henry’s son Edward
succeeded himin 1547 and kept the
Reformation going with the help of
Cranmer, who was largely respon-
sible for shaping the Protestant
Anglican Church of England. In
1553 Edward died and was suc-
ceeded by Queen Mary. “Bloody”
Mary was an extreme Catholic who
tried unsuccessfully to return En-
gland to Catholicism. She also had
Cranmer deposed and burned as a
heretic at Oxford in 1556. In 1558
Mary was succeeded by her half-sis-
ter Elizabeth, whose long reign of
Y5 years permanently established
the Protestant church in England.
[See Appendix II.] She was suc-
ceeded by James I who had the King
James Bible published in 1611.

English Monarchs —reigned

Henry VIII.  1509-1547
Edward VI 1547-1553
Mary [ 1553-1558
Elizabeth I ~ 1558-1603
James 1 1603-1625
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The Roman Catholic pope in the border areas of Europe  was revived. It tortured and killed
Counter-Reformation and overseas. But in the tradition- many Protestants, especially after
ally Catholic countries—like Italy, 1542 under Inquisition leader Car-

Pope Leo X initially described

Luther’s 95 theses as “only a monk’s
quarrel.” Leo never effectively op-
posed Luther because he sat on top
of a church filled with corruption.
But beginning in 1523, Rome saw
three successive popes who empha-
sized reform. The most effective was
the middle one, Paul III (pope 1534-
49). Paul did three things which
essentially bailed out the Roman
church: (1) he appointed reformers
to the College of Cardinals, (2) he
called the Council of Trent, and (3)
he approved Loyola’s “Society of
Jesus—the Jesuits.” The Council of
Trent decided ten significant issues
that steered the Catholic church
into modern times:
(1) Transubstantiation in the
Eucharest
(2) Justification by faith and
works
(3) The medieval mass
(4) The seven sacraments
(5) Celibacy of the clergy
(6) The existence of purgatory
(7) The value of indulgences
(8) The aprocrypha is added to
the Old Testament
(9) The prohibition of certain
(Protestant) books
(10) Equality of sacred tradition
with Scripture

France, and Spain, the Inquisition

dinal Caraffa.

Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556)

Born as a Spanish nobleman,
Ignatius (usually called Loyola)
became a professional soldier.
When his career was cut short by
a leg wound in 1521, Loyola began
reading the life of Christ while con-
valescing and resolved to become
a soldier of Christ.

Next he spent a year (1522-23) at
the Manresa Monastery where he
wrote his Spiritual Exercises. Ro-
man Catholic clerics still go
through them at least once yet to-
day.

In Paris in 1535 he and six of his
disciples took vows of poverty, chas-

tity, and a pilgrimage to Palestine
(which was blocked by the Turks
and never happened). Loyola’s
group was called the Society of
Jesus—or the Jesuits. They sought
approval from Pope Paul III and
received it in 1540.

The Jesuits swore absolute obe-
dience to the pope with Loyola as
its first general. With no religious
uniform, no bodily penance, no
daily liturgy, they set about to re-
cruit and train the best men in
Europe. They emphasized two
things—education and missions.
Loyola stressed quality, but num-
bers grew rapidly. Before long,
the best Roman Catholic teach-
ers and missionaries were the
Jesuits.

Loyola died (ten years after
Luther died) at the age of 65. By
that year (1556) there were 1000
Jesuits. By 1626 there were
15,544. They reached their peak
of 36,038 in 1964. After Vatican
IT the numbers dropped off to
28,856 by 1975, but they are still
alive and well today. It can legiti-
mately be said that Ignatius and
the Jesuits saved the Roman
Catholic church from itself.

Popes You Should Know ...

1. Leol First pope (functionally). He
The Jesuits were extremely effec- 400s clgfmggli\/le(ltth e“lro?f?:lg)an i
tive teachers and evangelists for the saved, Rome from Ailathe S,

Hildebrand
(Gregory VII)

The reform pope who forced the
emperor to stand in snow to

Worst pope (probably) He said,
“Now that we have obtamed the
let i

Pius IX e longest reigning pope.

1800s inspired Vatican I, the immacu-
late conception of Mary, and the
infallible authority of the pope.

The Council of Trent
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The Reformation
The 1500s

There were, in a sense, four Reformations. They were:

1. The Reformation 2. The Reformation

3. The Reformation 4. The Reformation

What were Luther’s three basic Reformation principles:

1. 2. 3.

Using the following names and dates. summarize the events of the Reformation in each area:

Martin Luther Ulrich Zwingli John Calvin Henry VIII
October 31, 1517 1529 1533 Thomas Cranmer
1519 1539 1534

1520 1541 Edward VI

1521 The Anabaptists Mary I

1525 1525 Elizabeth I

1534 James I

1546 Meno Simons

What was decided in 1546 at the Name and identify seven prominent popes
Council of Trent? from all of church history.

who

who

who

who

who

who

who

N Uk N

: \
Martin Luther
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What can we Iearnfrom the 15005

The following conclusion is the opinion of the author. Do you agree with it? How would you change it? Can you
add others?

We should always measure the church’s teaching, traditions, structure and au-
thority by Scripture. The Reformation began with a man of God questioning the es-
tablished religious authorities. Luther discovered that much of the teaching and practices
of the established church were wrong when he looked for them in the Bible. It was the
reformers’ commitment to Scripture (sola scriptura) that caused the Reformation. Like-
wise, the present-day church should continually scrutinize the teachings and traditions
that we are taught against those given in the Bible. If our church
practices or institutions are unnecessary or wrong, we must change
them or abandon them. Institutions and traditions in and of them- = 4
ALY selves are not wrong. But they must be seen as a means to an end. t o |3

- - i When they are no longer biblical or useful, we shouldn’t hesitate ‘®&>
John Calvin to opt for a form of ministry which is. Even church leaders and
pastors who have labored for decades sometimes teach wrong doctrine. Remember that
false teaching can come from within the church as easily as from without (Colossians 2).
Not until the Millennium will we have an inerrant leader. The Body of Christ must be in AL
subjection to Scripture, not the traditions of men (Matthew 15:9). Henry VIII
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- 988 to the Present — Russian Orthodox

Russian Christianity under the
Mongols (1237-1448)

Remember, Vladimir, Prince of
Kiev, invited Eastern Orthodox
Christians to Russia in 988. His
son, Yaroslav the Wise, ruled from
1019 to 1054 (his death being the
year of the Great East/West
Schism). Yaroslav cemented the
bonds between Russia and
Constantinople by accepting a
Greek-appointed bishop over the
Russian church. This continued for
the next 400 years.

In 1237, Kievan Russia was
brought to a sudden and violent end
by an invasion of the Mongols from
the East. Kiev was destroyed, and
the whole Russian landscape was
overrun. One visitor reported that
no towns or villages remained
standing, and human bodies lay ev-
erywhere. But the Mongol destruc-
tion did not extend to the far north,
and the town of Novgorod was
spared. The first major figure of this
era was Alexander Nevsky (died
1263), Prince of Novgorod. Nevsky
found himself threatened on two
fronts: the Mongols from the East
and the Roman Catholic Germans
(with some Swedes and
Lithuanians) from the West. He
chose to submit to the Mongols and
fight the Germans because the
Mongols only demanded he pay trib-
ute but didn’t interfere with the
church. On the other hand, the Ger-
mans wanted to extend the jurisdic-
tion of the pope. Nevsky is honored
as a hero and a saint because of his
victory over the Germans.

But the greatest national saint of
Russia was Sergius of Radonezh
(1314-1392). In his early manhood,
Sergius withdrew to the forests
north of Moscow. Later other dis-
ciples joined him, and a monastic
community developed in the forest
about 15 miles (25 km) north of
Moscow. This was significant for
four reasons: (1) it became (and still
is today) the headquarters for the
Russian Orthodox church, (2)
Sergius brought Christianity to the
lower levels of Russian society, (3)
in 1380 he inspired Dmitry, Prince
of Moscow, to lead an allied army
which defeated the Khan’s forces
and began the Mongol downfall,
and (4) this led to Moscow replac-
ing Kiev as the principle Russian
city. The monastery—village—city
scenario became the format which
developed much of western Russia.

Moscow, “The Third Rome”

The two centuries from 1350-1550
were the golden age of Russian
Christianity because of its magnifi-
cent churches and elaborate liturgy.
Meanwhile, the Muslim Turks con-
tinued their conquest in the East.
In 1453 they captured Constan-
tinople itself and killed the Byzan-
tine emperor. Ivan III of Moscow,
realizing that the Patriarch of
Constantinople was now under
Muslim control, took it as a sign
that Moscow was to become “the
third Rome,” the first one (Rome)
and the second one (Constan-
tinople) both having fallen as a
judgment of God.

A Russian Reformation (of sorts)

Since 988 when Vladimir invited
Eastern Orthodoxy into Russia, the
church was controlled by the gov-
ernment. This was never better il-
lustrated than by the reign of Ivan
IV (the Terrible), who was crowned
czar (short for Caesar), the first
supposed Russian successor to the
Roman emperors. But the dynasty
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ended with the death of his son, and
Russia plunged into a “time of
trouble” (1598-1613).

After 1613, reforms began to take
place, First it was under the Patri-
arch, but after 1633, it was headed
by a parish priest named Avvakum
Petrovitch (1620-82). He fought
against drunkenness, opium eating,
smoking, joke telling, and laughter.
He promoted fasts and long
litergies. In one of his letters,
Avvakum recorded that after his
family recited the usual evening
prayers, he recited 600 prayers to
Jesus and 100 to Mary, followed by
300 prostrations, where he would
lay his forehead on the ground and
rise to the standing position be-
tween each. When his wife was
pregnant (which she usually was),
she would recite only 400 prayers
and do 200 prostrations. A visitor
to Moscow in the mid-1600s re-
ported services lasting seven hours,
attended by the czar and the whole
court; men, women, and children
standing upright on their legs from
morning to evening without betray-
ing the smallest gesture of impa-
tience.

Avvakum was burned at the stake
in 1682, after 22 years in prison for
refusing to use Nikon’s (the patri-
arch) Greek books and liturgy.
Nikon had himself named “Great
Sovereign,” but Czar Alexis had him
removed. Alexis’ son was Peter the
Great. He had the office of patri-
arch removed altogether and set up
“The Most Holy Synod,” a board
of bishops who ran the Russian Or-
thodox Church from 1721 until the
communist takeover in 1917.

When Communism fell in 1989, the
Orthodox Church reassumed power,
though unofficially. In 1997 it con-
vinced the government to restrict
newer churches and missions.



Russian Orthodox Christiani
988 - Present

Using the outline provided here, and the information across
the page and on page 15, give an overview of the history of the
Russian Orthodox church, including the names and dates listed below.

Vladimir - et e ey
o ‘An Ouverview of Russian Orthodoxy

988 — 1237 Orthodoxy developed in Kiev
Yaroslav the Wise

1237 - 1448  Russia under the Mongols
1237 :

1237 - 1350  Orthodoxy moves to Moscow
Alexander Nevsky

1350 - 1550  Golden age of the churches
Sergius of Radonezh

1550 — 1598  Ivan the Terrible

Demitry, Prince of Moscow
1598 - 1613  Time of Trouble

The “Third Rome”
1613 - 1652  Time of Russian legalism

Ivan III

1682 — 1721  Patriarch Nikon’s return to Greek
Ivan IV liturgy and books
Avvakum Petrovitch 1721 -1917  Peter the Great’s “Most Holy

Synod” replaces the Patriarch

Nikon

1917-1989 Communism controls the church
Alexis

1989 —today Resurgence of the Orthodox church
Peter the Great

The Most Holy Synod
1917
1989

What can we learn from Russian Orthodoxy?

The following conclusion is the opinion of the author. Do you agree with it? How would you change it? Can you
add others?

Christian worship should focus on Christ, not on the forms we use to worship Him. Jesus said,
“and when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do ...” (Matthew 6:7). I
assume that applies to worship in general, since that is the point Isaiah made 700 years earlier (Isaiah
1:11-15). That is, of course, not to say all repetition is meaningless, but it does suggest a close tie between
the two and that meaninglessness is a danger inherent in repetition. Jesus’ negative illustration was “the
Gentiles.” All pagan religions seem to focus on and place meaning on their worship liturgy, and Jesus said
to don’t be like that.

There is no liturgy given in the Bible for the church. The New Testament church gathered for worship,
prayer, teaching, and fellowship (Acts 2:42). They sang hymns and quoted Psalms (Ephesians 5:19). But no
form for that was ever suggested, so it would appear that we are free to use any liturgical form we like. But
we are not free to place sacred significance on those forms. They should be decent and orderly, of course (1
Corinthians 14:40) but not made into a holy procedure. I'm sure there have been many sincere Russian
Orthodox believers over the years, but the glaring error of their church is to overemphasize the significance
of their liturgical forms. Protestants and Catholics do it too, and it usually leads to quarreling over issues
which Seripture does not specify.
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The Protestants and Roman Catho-
lics went to war over religion and
national territory during the 1600s
in nearly every nation in Europe.

In France, a series of civil wars led
to a peace treaty in 1598 that was
revoked by the Roman Catholic
King Louis IV (1645-1715) in 1685.
He drove the Calvinist Huguenots
out of France except those who fled
to the mountains of central France
to escape persecution.

Religious differences instigated the
Dutch war for independence (1560-
1618) and the English civil war
(1642-49). But perhaps the most
devasting conflict was in Germany.

The Thirty-Years’ War (1618-48)
Major fighting between the
Lutheran princes and the imperial
forces led to a Peace of Augsburg in
1555. But that was only followed by
increased tension between the Prot-
estants and Catholics.

Also, the Catholics gained consid-
erable strength during the late
1500s because of the Roman Catho-
lic renewal of the Jesuits and the
Council of Trent. When the Jesuit-
educated Ferdinand II became king
in Bohemia (today’s Czech Repub-
lic), things came to a head. Anti-
protestant violence began in 1618,
When the Bohemian Calvinist Prot-
estant nobles appealed to the king
for protection and got none, they
revolted. The nobles declared King
Ferdinand II deposed and crowned
the Calvinist ruler of the German
province of Palatinate as king. This
brought the German Lutherans into
the fight. Eventually the Danes,
Swedes, and French also got in-
volved.

Finally in the German province of
Westphalia a “Peace of Westphalia”
was finalized in 1648, The war left
Germany totally devastated; cultur-
ally, economically, and physically.

The 1600s — Protestant/Catholic Wars

The war was a complete waste of
assets for both sides. Basically the
1648 settlement put everything
back the way it was in the 1500s
before it all started.

Coming to America

In the 1500s the Spanish and Por-
tuguese conquered vast areas of
South and Central America, con-
verting especially the highland In-
dians (such as Aztecs and Incas) to
Roman Catholic Christianity. Butin
North America, it was the Protes-
tants of the 1600s who took the
land. And they gained it by coloni-
zation more than by conquest.

Three factors encouraged coloniza-
tion of the Atlantic coast: (1) com-
mercial advantages, (2) missionary
zeal, and (3) a desire for freedom of
worship—to escape the wars in Eu-
rope. As with the New Testament
church in Jerusalem—heat caused
expansion.
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An early log:éab:in church
at Harford, Connecticut

Almost all the immigrants of the
1600s were Calvinists. They were
of two sorts: the Dutch who brought
Presbyterian and Reformed
churches and the English who
brought Puritan and Separatist
churches (who later joined to be the
Congregationalist church). For ex-
ample, in 1626 the Dutch East In-
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dia Company founded a colony on
Manhattan Island. They called it
New Amsterdam and set up the
Dutch Reformed Church, which
continued to function after the
colony was handed over to England
in 1664. The English changed the
name of the island to New York.

The Beginning of the Baptists
The American Baptists usually
trace their roots to Roger Will-
iams. A Separatist from London,
he gathered together a congrega-
tion in 1639 at Providence, Rhode
Island after being rejected by the
Puritan colony in Massachusetts
Bay. Many of his congregation were
English Baptists who already
shared Williams’ views, so the birth
of the Baptists preceded this.

In 1608 John Smyth, a Separatist
from England, fled from James I
and baptized himself in Amster-
dam. Smyth may have been the
first Baptist. Later his group went
back to England and formed the
General Baptists in 1612.

In the 1630s another group called
the Particular Baptists began in-
dependently in London, also from
the Separatists.

Between 1660 and 1687 both
groups experienced persecution.

The General Baptists split into the
Unitarian Church and the Conser-
vative Baptists in 1770.

The Particular Baptists became
hyper-calvinists and might have
disappeared were it not for a Bap-
tist named Andrew Fuller who
showed that Calvinists should in-
deed be involved in missions. The
group developed the Baptist Mis-
sionary Society in 1792, of whom
William Carey was its most noted
missionary.
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