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Introduction

The ancient name of the city of Philippi was a word meaning “little fountains.” In the 300s B.C., it was conquered by
Philip IT of Macedonia. He was the father of Alexander the Great. He named the city after himself, and that name
has remained throughout history. The next major event there was in 42 B.C., where it is the place of a famous battle
which began the Roman Empire. The citizens of the city of Philippi had Roman citizenship. It was a Roman colony.
That’s uncommon for a city outside of Italy. The Philippians were quite proud of the fact that they were Roman
citizens.

Paul went to Philippi on his second missionary journey. It was the first city in Greece (Europe) he went to. Read
Acts 16:11ff, which describes this event. The family of Lydia was the original church at Philippi. Paul visited the
city at least two other times on his third missionary journey, and they sent Paul gifts (financial support) on several
occasions. The Philippians sent the gift when Paul stopped being a tent maker and became a fulltime missionary.
After the third missionary journey, Paul was arrested. He was in prison two years in Caesarea and two years in
Rome. While in prison in Rome, the Philippians sent another gift to him in the hands of Epaphroditus. At this point,
Paul had not seen the Philippians for four years. But he received a gift from the Philippians through Epaphroditus,
and he :23is sending this letter of Philippians back to the Philippians as a thank you for that gift. So this is a thank
you letter. So the purpose of the letter is to thank the Philippians for this gift and other gifts they have sent.

The theme consists of two parts: a subject and a predicate. What Paul is talking about is participation in the Gospel,
by their supporting Paul financially. What Paul says about that (predicate) is that it brings joy. In chapter 4 he
defines that joy as peace that surpasses understanding. The joy of the Christian life is going to be seen when you
participate in the Gospel.

What do you mean by the “Gospel”? In 1Corinthians 9:23 Paul said he does all things for the sake of the Gospel.
Therefore the definition of the Gospel is all the things Paul did. So it is bringing people to Christ, teaching them,
nurturing them, exercising spiritual gifts, discerning true teachers from false teachers, etc.

“Joy” is different than the word “happy” of Matthew 5 Sermon on the Mount. That happiness is only realized in
heaven. But this joy can be experienced on earth as one is involved with God in what He is doing—the Gospel.

Chapter 1

Verse 1—Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi,
including the overseers and deacons

[MadAog kol Tipd0eog Sodror Xpiotod Incod néoiv Toig ayiolg év Xpio1®d Incod toig ovoLy v
DLTTOIC 6LV EMGKOTOLS KO 10tk VLS,

First, we notice the letter came from both Paul and Timothy. Although it was clearly composed by Paul, probably
during his imprisonment in Rome because he mentioned the Praetorian Guard and he sends greetings from Caesar’s
household (Philippians 1:13; 4:22). He had his disciple Timothy as a close companion. Because of Paul’s failing
eyesight (Galatians 6:11), Timothy may have even helped him write out the letter.

The first thing Paul does is to identify both of them as slaves or servants of Jesus Christ. There is one Old Testament
word and there are 4 New Testament words for “slave.” The Old Testament word =2y referred to a bond-slave
(Exodus 21:5-6; Deuteronomy 15:16-17). This is a voluntary permanent slave, and is probably the meaning Paul has
in mind. The Greek word Paul used here in Philippians for “slaves” is the very common 80DA01 from the root word
de0 which means to “tie,” “bind,” “ensnare,” or “capture.” The object of their slavery is to be bound to Christ Jesus.
This is stated in all of Paul’s letters. [ The other Greek words for servant/slave are wiog — a child or servant, used of



Jesus in Acts 4:1, d1okdvoig,—generally translated “deacons” or “ministers,” as in the last word in this verse. And
owketec—the word for a household servant in Luke 16:13.]

This letter was sent to all the saints in Christ Jesus in the city of Philippi. Clearly Paul is writing to the church there
(Philippians 4:15). So we can conclude that the church in Philippi is “all the saints” in the city of Philippi, those
separated unto Christ positionally because of their salvation. “Saint” means “holy one.”

Next he specifically addresses the leadership of the church. He uses the word “with,” and then lists the émioKomO1g
(overseers or bishops) and d1akovoig (deacons). Paul is the only apostle to use either of these titles for leadership.
(Those appointed to serve tables in Acts 6:1-4 were never called deacons.) Deacons are only mentioned here and in

1 Timothy 3. There is also no record of the other apostles ever using the designation overseer/bishop (¢m16K0mTOLG).
Peter (1Peter 5:1-3) and John (2 John1; 3 Johnl) only use the word Tpecspvtepog (elder), which is not used here in
Philippians. But when Paul sent Titus to Crete, he only instructed him to appoint elders, although he seems to refer
to them as overseers (or he is saying all overseers should be elders—Titus 1:5-7).

The author of Hebrews uses the word fyovuévoig in 13:17. This is the common word for “leader” or “ruler,”
literally “the one leading or ruling,” defined in verse 7 as those who spoke the word of God to you.

The New Testament does not spell out a formula for leadership. Paul gives some specific qualifications for
overseers/elders and deacons in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, but he does not say what exactly they are to do, nor that
every church should have them. And it does not seem to matter whether they are called overseers or elders. It is
important to notice there was always a plurality of overseers and deacons (and elders and leaders and apostles and
prophets and every New Testament designation for leadership).

Also notice Paul does not mention any pastor or priest. We can safely conclude there was no such person in the
administrative structure of the church or it would have been rude for Paul not to mention him. So it seems that the
pastor gift of Ephesians 4:11-12 is not intended to be a part of the structural administration of the church.

What seems most likely is that Paul simply addresses the leadership of the church without intending to establish any
formal categories.

Verse 2—Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
XGP1g VULV KOl €PN VN G0 B€0D ToTPOG NUAV Kol kKvpiov Incod Xpiotod

This is Paul’s signature greeting. Its primary contribution to our study is to confirm that Paul is without a doubt the
author of this epistle. It should also be noticed that there is an assumption that this is inspired-of-God literature. Paul
says he writes a message &mo from God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

It doesn’t seem likely that Paul just uses the words grace and peace because they are common Greek and Hebrew
greetings. The Hebrews would say “Shalom,” using the Hebrew not the Greek word. The use of “grace” is an
emphasis on unmerited favor, and “peace” for believers has the idea of “the tranquil state of the soul assured of its
salvation” (“Thayer’s Greek Lexicon”). So Paul’s constant use of this formula reminds his readers that they are
saints who do not merit their salvation but, at the same time, they can be assured of it.

Verses 3-6—I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for
you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. For I am confident of this very thing,
that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Edyopiotd @ 6e®d pov €mt Ao T UVElQ DUDY TAVIOTE €V TAGT] 6ECEL LOV VAEP TAVIOV VUAV,
UETOL XOpOC TNV OENGLY TOLOVUEVOGS, £TL TH KOWVOVIY DUOV €1¢ TO EVOYYEAMOV GO THG TPOTNG
NUEPOLG BYPL TOD VOV, TETOIOAC AOTO TODVTO, OTL O EVUPEGUEVOG €V DUV EpYoV GYaOOV EmiTELEEL
axpt Nuépog Xpiotod Incot:

Here, in the first paragraph of the actual content of the letter, Paul begins with what becomes a key word in the
epistle—joy. The first word here is Evxopiot®d (Eucharist), which came to represent the Lord’s Supper or
Communion. It was the term given to the prayer the bishops offered for Communion (in the 200s). Here it is part of



Paul’s prayer of thankfulness to God for his memories of the Philippians. But the main word for prayer here is
denoel (used 2 times), which stresses the idea of a request.

The point of this paragraph is to tell the Philippian believers not just that Paul remembers them but that the memory
is one of joy. Paul’s joy here is based on 2 things: (1) their fellowship in the gospel and (2) his confidence that God
will perfect or complete the work He Himself began at their salvation. And it seems the second confidence comes
from the first fellowship. The fact that they participated with him financially in ministering the good new of Christ
was, in part at least, the reason for Paul’s confidence of their ongoing maturity until they face Christ Jesus at the
time of their judgment (2 Corinthians 5:10).

So we see the theme of the letter developing in the first paragraph—Participation in the gospel is inseparably
connected to joy in the life of the believer. The Gospel is specifically the good news that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures, (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) The ministry of the Gospel can be defined by the life of the Apostle Paul because
he said: 7 do all things for the sake of the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:23). Therefore, we can conclude that the Gospel
ministry is defined by all the ministry things Paul did—evangelism, teaching, pasturing, administrating, helping,
giving, condemning false teachers, traveling, writing letters etc. There is a sense in which we can summarize the
ministry of Christ and the Apostles by saying it pointed people away from this world and toward heaven.

The word for joy (xopa) is in Philippians 1:4, 25; 2:2, 29; and 4:1. It is connected with gladness (&yoAAiooig —
exalting or exuberance) in Luke 1:14 concerning the birth of Christ, and in the benediction of Jude 24. Xapa is a
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and it exists among the angels in heaven (Luke 15: 7, 10). Jesus also used this
word when He said to the Twelve in the upper room: These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be made full (John 15:11).

By way of contrast, it should be noted that this is not the word for “blessed” or “ happy” used in the Beatitudes of
Matthew 5 or Luke 6. That word is pakoptog. It has the idea of a reward from God and is never promised to
humans on earth in this age. It is always reserved for heaven. The idea is: we should consider ourselves happy in the
midst of hunger and rejection because of our future rewards in heaven. But the word yapa used here in Philippians
is not like that. It is something we believers experience here in this life because of our participation in the Gospel—
via our calling (our gifts, talents, desires, and life situation).

Verses 7-8—For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. For God
is my witness, how [ longfor you all with the aﬂectlon ofChrlst Jesus.
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Verse 7 states the purpose of the letter, namely, to thank the Philippians for their financial support. Here Paul points
out that their gift makes them (literally) fellowship together with me in grace. 1 take it grace is a reference to God’s
unmerited favor in allowing Paul to be involved in ministering the Gospel. But the emphasis here is on their
fellowship together (a combination word, the prefix cvy—meaning “with” or “together”—being added to the word
Kowv@vovg for “fellowship™). This fellowship is highlighted by the way Paul thinks about them. He has them in his
heart (it’s kopdiar, the organ that literally pumps our blood).

In verse 8 he says he longs for them with cwAdyyvoig, literally, the “bowels” or “belly” of Christ, indicating that
he feels for them with the same intensity Christ felt for His disciples. What is amazing is that Paul expresses
fellowship with them in the strongest of terms, and he is not part of their congregation. In other words, the concept
of the church Paul expresses here is not a congregation model (which cannot be found in the New Testament) but
rather a network of people participating in the grace of God through the Gospel.

I would like to pass along a discovery made by George Barna. Barna has been doing poling of various Christian
statistics for years. In 2005, he published of book of his findings that showed, to his surprise, that the congregation



defined local church is not the epicenter of true Christian spirituality. He found that the epicenter was in a group he
calls “Revolutionaries.” Here is a bit of what he wrote:

My original assumption as we set out to profile the hallmarks of contemporary spiritual
transformation was that most of the life change we found would be related to the ministry of the
local church. ... While we certainly found some wonderful examples, I was stunned—and deeply
disappointed—at how relatively rare such instances were. ... As time went on, it became clear that
God is affecting lives through many ... mini-movements, reaching literally millions of people.
You are probably connected to one of them, or to people involved in them, without realizing their
significance. Some of these mini-movements include home schooling, ... fellowships (i.e., house
churches), ... various market-place ministries, several spiritual disciplines networks, ...and others.
Most of the religious analysts I confer with are only vaguely aware of these groups—and
completely unaware of their spiritual significance within the Church today. There are three major
reasons why the mini-movements have flown below the radar screen. First, their numbers are
relatively small. ... Second, in most cases, the mini-movements themselves are disorganized and
even disunited. While God is at work affecting the lives of the individuals involved, the group
with which the transformed individual is associated tends to be poorly structured. ... Third, there
is a pervasive mind-set among many journalists, scholars, and religions leaders that all legitimate
spiritual activity must flow through a local church (George Barna, “Revolution,” 2005, pp. 53-55).

Toward the end of his book Barna says the “revolutionaries” were actually the basis of the New Testament church as
well. Next he reports that he could find no evidence of a congregation defined church in the Bible. Then he writes:
“True Revolutionaries ... while they may not be integrated into a formal church congregation, they are not isolated
from the Church. ...every Revolutionary I have interviewed described a network of Christians to whom he or she
relates regularly and a portfolio of spiritual activities which he or she engages in on a regular basis. This schedule of
relationships and ministry efforts is the Revolutionary equivalent of traditional congregational life — but better”
(Ibid. p 116).

Paul, Timothy, Epaphrodities, and the Philippians Paul is addressing are like those “Revolutionaries” Barna
discovered today.

There seems to be 4 descriptions of the church (called out ones) in the New Testament:
1. The Universal Church, made up of all true believers in Jesus Christ.
2. The city/regional church, which is the most common designation and refers to all the believers in a city like
Corinth, Rome, or Philippi, or a region like Galatia or Judea.
The various house churches throughout those cities or regions.
4.  The network church of believer relationships referred to in the personal greetings at the ends of most of the
epistles.

w

Next, we learn something of the nature of Paul’s ministry in the Gospel. He describes it with two words, awoAoylo
—a spoken defense, and Pefatocel—a confirmation that produces confidence. So Paul’s ministry for the Gospel
was not just proclamation but defending and giving confidence (Acts 17:2-3; 28:23-24). The “Ryrie Study Bible”
says: “The Greek words underlying imprisonment, defense, and confirmation were courtroom terms. Paul is saying
that the Philippian believers shared with him in his courageous witness in the law court in Rome” (p. 1888).

Verse 9—And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment
Kol toht0 mpocevyopat, va 1 Ayamn Dudv €1t WGALov Kot LWOAAOV TEPIOGEVT €V EMLYVOGEL KOl
TAGT GO CEL

Here we have another one of Paul’s prayers and another word for prayer, Tpocevyouoi—the third one he has used
in these 9 verses. This is perhaps the most common and general word for prayer. But the point here is to tell the
Philippians that their love should be applied in the context of real or true knowledge. The word is er1yivocox®. The
em1 emphasizes the “real” or “true” nature of the knowledge. Next, he says love requires a1ic0M0€l, meaning
“discernment” (a word used only here in the New Testament, stressing perception by the senses and the intellect).
The word love is ayarm, which is basically defined as giving (John 3:16; Luke 10: 25-37). So the giving love of the



believer must be in the context of real true (we might say absolute, objective) knowledge, and being perceptive with
an intellectually honest discernment. The Philippians’ gifts to Paul were with this kind of love.

Two of the most difficult questions concerning giving are who do we give to and how do we know that gift is
actually helping. There are a few general observations we can make about the attitude of Christ and the Apostles
concerning giving love.

1. It was never a social redistribution of wealth. It was usually a specific act of compassion aimed at a specific
individual in need (Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 10:25-32). The closer you get to the person to whom you are
giving, the more efficient your giving will be.

2. Itprioritized the needs of fellow believers. It was usually from believers to believers, not from believers to
the world or from the world to believers (2 Corinthians 8-9). It was not that it was exclusively to believers.
The primary reason for giving is not for the one you are giving to—giving reflects the heart of God,
compassion pleases God. God doesn’t need your money to take care of people.

3. Its value was primarily in the attitude of the giver, not the amount of the gift (Mark12:42-43).

4. There was never any consideration given for the impact the gift would have on the world. Erasing world
hunger, disease, or poverty was never a purpose for giving in the Bible.

Verses 10-11—so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the
day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.

eig 10 doxualev Vpag To Srpépovra, Tva NTe EIAMKPIVEIS Kol AmpdcKonol £ig Nuépav XpioTod,
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Next, Paul gives the reason why he wants their love to be abounding in true knowledge and all discernment. It is so
they can prove or approve (Greek dokiualetv—rfrom which we get the word “document”) the things that are
excellent. This word sincere is dta@epovta. In English it is something like our word “differentiate.” Literally, it’s
“to carry to different places.” It’s used in Acts 27:27 to refer to Paul’s ship being carried up and down by the waves.
What Paul wants here is for them to have discernment, to be able to differentiate between, or prove what is right and
wrong about, all the ideas that are carried about or bounced around. So it could be paraphrased: “that you might
prove (what is right and what is wrong about) the things (i.e. the ideas) that are being tossed around.”

And even that is not an end in itself because (he adds) the reason for that discernment is so the Philippians might be
sincere and blameless in the day of Christ, i.e., in the day they stand before Christ in judgment. The word for
“sincere,” eIMKPLVEILG, is a combination of the word for “judgment” preceded by the word for “sunlight.” It has the
idea of “judged by sunlight” or “pure.” So notice the purity comes from the discernment in the previous phrase. The
word for “blameless” (dmpdckomol) carries the idea of “not causing someone to stumble” (1 Corinthians 10:32).
So one reason for discernment is to be as pure as sunlight, and the reason for being pure as sunlight is to not have
something we stumble over when we face Christ in judgment.

Verse 11 tells us three things about that discernment process: (1) it is the fruit of righteousness, (2) it comes through
Jesus Christ, and (3) it is to (or unto) the grace of God. In other words, it is part of the unmerited favor we receive
from God.

Verses 12-14—Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of
the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian
guard and to everyone else, and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far
more courage to speak the word of God without fear.

IMvookelv 8¢ vUaC PoVvAoUL, ASEAPOTL, OTL TO KUT EUE WAAAOV €I TPOKOTNV TOD EVOYYEAIOV
EMAVOEV, BGTE TOVG SEGUOVG OV PUVEPOVG €V XPLoTH YEVESHOL £V OA® TM TPALTOPIY KOL TOIG
AOLTOIg TAO 1Y, KUl TOVG TAEIOVAG TAV AOEAPDY €V KVPI® TETOOOTUS TOIG dEGUOIG OV
TEPIOGOTEPWOS TOMLAY APOP®G TOV AOYOV ACAELV.

What is interesting here is, first of all, that Paul thinks of ministry in terms of the success or progress of the
Gospel—verse 12. It is also interesting that he defines that success in two ways: (1) that Christ has been made
known in an accurate way (manifested) to more people—verse 13 and (2) that there is a greater boldness or courage
on the part of the other believers to speak the word without fear—verse 14. The puzzling question here is, What is it



about Paul’s bonds or imprisonment that causes the other believers to have more courage of confidence to proclaim
the word of God? One might expect people to speak out less, thinking, “If I speak out like Paul does, I’1l be in prison
too.”

But it actually doesn’t work that way. Courage in one person tends to bring out courage in others who have the same
desires. The example itself tends to be a motivator. People otherwise timid will often say “I think I can do that”. I
remember a while back my flight instructor called me at about 8:00 at night to ask me if [ wanted to fly with him to
a town about an hour away. It was winter, snowing, and it meant we would be flying until about midnight in the
dark. I had never done much night flying so I agreed to go along. On the way back we flew through some pretty
heave snow, but everything was fine. That experience gave me the courage or confidence to do more night flying. I
have been doing it ever sense and now I really like it. That is real leadership, I think—when we take risks and
endure hardship and venture out into things which others would like to do but lack the courage until they have an
example.

Verses 15-18— Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will; the
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of
selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. What then? Only
that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice.
nvég LEV KOl 10t (pe(')vov KoL €pLv, TIVEG 0€ Kol 81 evdokiov Tov XpioTov Knpﬁcconcw o1l uev €¢
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It is important to understand the problem Paul is overlooking here. The issue is that some are preaching a true
Gospel with evil motives. There is nothing wrong with their message; the only problem is in their motives. They are
proclaiming the real Christ in an accurate way but with bad motives. Paul says when people do that the only harm is
to the one doing the proclaiming, who will have less rewards in heaven. But since the truth of the Gospel is not
affected, Paul rejoices in their proclamation. Motives are God’s business, not ours, to judge. Today we have lots of
people proclaiming the gospel in order to promote their organization or to make money or to become popular. That
should not be our concern as long as the true Gospel is being preached.

But notice that the situation is very different when the Gospel itself is being changed. Paul told the Galatians, 7 am
amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; which is
really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if
we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be
accursed! (Galatians 1:6-8).

We are not to judge the motives, but we are to judge the message. When people are changing the Gospel, or
compromising the truth of the Word of God, it is our responsibility to make that known and discipline those
involved as best we can. When the disciples of Jesus were hindering those who were casting out demons but were
not part of their group, Jesus said: He who is not against us is for us. (Mark 9:40). But when speaking of the
Pharisees, Jesus said: He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters (Matthew
12:30).

What exactly Paul’s enemies were trying to do is not clear. The “MacArthur Study Bible” says: “ Strife connotes
contention, rivalry, and conflict, which resulted when Paul’s critics began discrediting him. ... selfish ambition ...
describes those who ruthlessly sought to get ahead at any cost. Paul’s detractors used his incarceration as an
opportunity to promote their own prestige by accusing Paul of being so sinful the Lord had chastened him by
imprisonment” (p. 1821). Anyway, whatever the specifics of the conflict, it is noteworthy that there were selfish
oriented conflicts within the ministry of the Gospel among true believers from the very beginning.

Verses 19-21— for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but
that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
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There is some confusion over the exact meaning of verse 19. Paul uses the word c@wtnpicv which can mean both
salvation in an eternal sense and deliverance in an earthly sense. So some say Paul is talking about his ultimate
salvation, some say he is talking about his earthly release from prison. It seems from the context that Paul may have
used this word intentionally to mean either one because in verse 21 he says that Christ will be exalted whether by his
life or by his death. The ultimate result in any case is the great statement of verse 21.

There are two more observations that should be made here:

1. Paul sees his deliverance/salvation as a product of both their prayers and the Spirit of Christ—which, by the
way, | think is the spiritual presence of Christ rather than the Holy Spirit, but it doesn’t really matter which
person of the Godhead delivers him. What’s significant is that Paul’s confidence and hope are in both the
free will effort of their prayers and the sovereignty of God.

2. Paul figures he has got the Romans right where he wants them. It’s a checkmate. Either way, Paul wins. If
they let him go he will go on proclaiming Christ. If they kill him, then Christ will be proclaimed through
his death. Paul will personally win either way because he just has one objective, to live for Christ. So if he
dies, that’s just more Christ.

Verses 22-25—But if [ am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to
choose. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very
much better, yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. Convinced of this, I know that I will
remain and continue with you all for your progress and j Jjoy in the falth
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Paul is not contemplating suicide. He is explaining the win/win situation described in verse 21. But he opts to stay
here. It’s actually not his choice, but he chooses it anyway, and he is convinced (or confident) that he will stay. The
word peva, usually translated “remain,” occurs three times in this passage: once by itself, once in combination
with em1 (upon) in verse 24, and once with Tapo (along side of) in verse 25, translated “continue” by the NASV.
Literally, “I will remain and remain alongside of you all.” The reason it is better for Paul to remain is: (1) it will be
fruitful labor for Paul and (2) it is necessary for them. This word avorykoiotemov, meaning “necessary,” is used of
all the spiritual gifts being necessary (1 Corinthians 12:22) and something required by the condition of things (here
in Philippians 2:25). The necessity here was (a) their progress and (b) their joy in the faith.

So Paul saw no need to establish an indigenous ministry in the sense of it being one that would go on just as well
without him. He saw his presence as a necessary part of their ongoing progress and joy in the faith. Eventually God
would take him off the scene, but until then, he would remain on with them, defined as writing to them, traveling to
be with them, and sending others to see them. Actually, when the Apostles were gone, in the 100s and 200s, the
churches began a process of hierarchical leadership and almost destroyed themselves.

Verse 26—so thatyourproud confdence in me may abound in Christ Jesus through my commg to you again.
vo 10 KoOyMUe DUV Teptooevn &v XploTd Incod €v guol S Thg Ui TopoVeiag TAAMY TPOG
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Here Paul gives another reason for staying on in the flesh — that they may have confidence in their faith through
what Christ accomplished through Paul. The word he used is kavynuo incorrectly translated by the NASV as
“proud confidence.” This is not the word for pride. It is a word for “rejoicing in an accomplishment.” It is legitimate
to translate it “boasting” which is used both in a positive and negative way (1 Corinthians 5:12; Romans 4:2). But
that can easily be misunderstood as pride. It is probably better to translate it “rejoicing” or “confidence.” The formal
definition of kovymuo is: “stating the value of something which is caused by an accomplishment.” Sometime it is
necessary to tell what we have done. Of course we should give God the glory, but nonetheless, He has used us to do



it. If we don’t say so, it does not give the true picture of what has happened. For example, Paul was eager for them
to imitate him (1 Corinthians 11:1), but they couldn’t very well do that if they didn’t know what he did.

There are two Greek words for pride. One is VTEPNEAVOLS. It means to establish or assume value independent
from God. The Bible says God is opposed to this word for pride and gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; 1 Peter
5:5; Luke 1:51; Mark 7:22). The other word for pride is adaloveira, which is the boastful pride of life mentioned in
1 John 2:16. Thayer defines this word as “an empty assurance which trusts in its own power and resources”
(Accordance 6.4).

So “proud confidence” is an inappropriate translation here. Paul is saying that he will be released from prison with
the result that he will come to visit them and give them a cause for rejoicing in that foundation of Christ Jesus,
which they learned from Paul. Although pride is never ever appropriate, sometimes you have to describe the positive
things that have happened to you or through you. This is a form of boasting and rejoicing (in that it expresses value),
but it should never be called pride because pride places that value in a person or thing independent from God.

Verse 27—Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you
or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel

Moédvov &&img T0D evaryyeliov T0D Xp1oTtod mToALTevEGHE, Tva ite ELOOV KAl 1MV VUGG EITE ATV
AKOV® TO TEPL VUMV, OTL GTNKETE €V EVI TVEVUATL, WG WOXA

Then Paul tells them to ToA1tevecOe, literally “live as a citizen” worthy of the Gospel of Christ. He defines that as
their being of one spirit and one soul, in other words—unity. Since this is a major issue he takes up again in 2:1-4, I
shall discuss it further at that point. Simply notice here that it is so important that he couples it with being worthy of
the Gospel.

Verses 28-30—in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for
you, and that too, from God. For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to
suﬁ”erfor His sake, expertencmg the same conﬂlct which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

KoLl un nTDpouevot &v unSevt VIO TAOV AVIIKEIWEVQV, nng €0 TLV OM)‘COLg £v8£t‘§tg Omco?\.ewtg VUAV d¢
Ga)‘cnpwtg KoL T00TO GO Og0D OTL Duw exotptcen 70 Dnsp XpLG’COD 0V uovov 70 etg oVTOV
TIOTEVELY BAAN KOL TO VTEP OVTOD TACKELY, TOV ODTOV AYDAVO EXOVTESG, 010V EIOETE €V EUOL KL VOV
AKoVETE €V EUOL.

This is a parenthesis Paul puts in his discussion on unity. He says that their unity will keep them, save them in the
sense of delivering them, from being alarmed by their opponents. Actually, he goes so far as to say their opponents
will be destroyed, probably meaning their influence on the Philippians will be destroyed by their unity.

Verse 29 says that they actually have two gracious gifts given to them by Christ. The word €xopic6n is the verb
form of grace or gracious gift. For example it is the same root word used for spiritual gifts from which we get the
word charismatic. So our suffering as well as our salvation is a gracious unmerited favor from God. This is probably
because the benefits of both are realized in heaven.

Verse 30 goes on to say that the gracious gift of suffering is also part of their fellowship with Paul. They have the
favor of God to be able to experience a similar dy@vot. This is another athletic word; it means “contest” or
“conflict”. In English we have the similar word “agony”. Their fellowship included their experiencing a similar gift
of agony (or conflict with the world) for the sake of the gospel of Christ.

Applzcatzon Principles from Chapter 1
We should always be working in a discipleship context—like Paul with Timothy. We should always be a Paul
or a Timothy (verse 1).

2. The definition of our ministry should be that we are a bond slave to Jesus Christ. We are not here to serve the
world, and we are not to be bond slaves to people (verse 1).

3. Christian leaders should serve believers throughout their city or region, not only those in one particular group
(versel).



4. The church includes a network of believers which might extend anywhere in the world. The network is based in
love, fellowship, and giving (verse 1).

5. Administrative leadership for the church should always be a plurality. There should never be one person
dominating any group of believers (verse 1).

6. We do not merit our salvation, but we can be secure in it (verse 2).

7. One source of joy on this earth as a Christian is our financial participation with those who are spreading the
Gospel (verses 3-5).

8. One source of joy on this earth as a Christian is realizing that Christ is perfecting in us what He started with us
at our salvation (verse 6).

9. Christian fellowship includes a love for believers across a network that might extend anywhere (verses 7-8).

10. Love always includes giving (verse 9).

11. Love should never be divorced from knowledge and discernment (verse 9).

12. The reason love must be in the context of knowledge and discernment is to approve excellent things, which in
turn will earn rewards in heaven (versel0-11).

13. We should boldly step out doing unusual things for the sake of the Gospel because it encourages the more timid
believers to do so. Then bold becomes normal (verses 12-14).

14. We should ignore the motives of those proclaiming a true Gospel, but not ignore those proclaiming a false
gospel (verses 15-18).

15. If we choose to be a bond slave to Christ (verse 1) our final circumstances can only turn out good. It is the only
win-win (verses 19-20).

16. Even though heaven is better, we should always choose to live on in the flesh and minister to our disciples in
Christ until He takes us home (verses 22-25).

17. Make positive joyful declarations about what Christ has done but never do it with pride (verse 26).

Chapter 2

Verses 1-4—Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind,
maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but
with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves, do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Ei 11¢ 0OV mapdkinoig &v Xp1o1d, €l 11 mopoudblov dydnng, €1 T kowvmvio mveduatog, & Tig
OTACYX VO KO OTKTIPUOL, TANPOCUTE WOV TNV YUPAV TV TO OWOTO QPOVHTE, TNV ADTNV AYATNV
€XOVTEG, GVUYLYOL, TO €V EPOVODVTEG, UNOEV KT €pLOgialy UndE KoTo KEVOdo&ioy AL TT
TUTELVOQPOSVVY] GAANAOVE MYOVUEVOL VTEPEXOVTOAS EQVLTAV, UT TO EXVTAOV EKOGTOC GKOTODVTES
AALG [Kol] TOL ETEPp@V EKOIGTOL

In verse 1 Paul gives several effects or benefits of unity. They are:
1. mopdkAnoig, “encouragement,” “exhortation,” “consolation.” This word is used to describe the work of
the Holy Spirit as a Helper sent from God (John 14:16).
Map apvdlov dydnng, “comfort of love.”
Kowv@vioe Tvevpatog, “fellowship of the Spirit.”
omAdyyva, “affection.” This is the word for intestines or belly, like a gut feeling.
OlKTIPUOL, “compassion, mercy or pity.”
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In verse 2 Paul defines unity. He calls it oneness of: mind, love, soul, and purpose (1:27 and 2:2). Once again he
mentions his theme word “joy.” This time he says it will be TAnpocote “filled” or “fulfilled” or “made complete”
by their unity. Then he describes unity with four words. The first and last of the four descriptive words are from the
same root @POVe®, usually translated “to be wise, think, or have understanding.” He precedes the first word with
“same” translated “of the same mind” (NASV), and the last one with “one” translated “intent of the same purpose”
(NASV). It might be better translated more simply “the same mind” and “being one mind.” The word for love is the
common &yd&n1. The word translated “united in spirit” (NASV) is cOpyv)01 a combination of the word “soul”
and “together”—*"“the same soul.”



In verse 3 Paul tells us how to accomplish that unity—through Tameivo@posvvn “humility.” And humility is
defined in contrast to épOeiav “strife” or “selfishness” (NASV), and kevodo&iov “conceit.” This humility is

ultimately defined by the example of Christ emptying Himself.

But before we get into that I would like to compare and contrast unity with community:
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UNITY VS

Definition: oneness between individuals
It’s a fellowship of minds, and souls

It’s an affection for one another

It’s a source of personal development
The impact looks inward at people

It keeps one from being alone

It points toward individualism

It serves people with high motivation

It is only available to a few people at a time

. Itincreases the impact of one’s giving
. Giving is to aid individuals

. It focuses on the joy of one another

Individual core values hold it together

. Meetings are focused on special interests

There is an emphasis on action
There is no particular value in the group entity
It leads to a fellowship of friends

There is a sense of belonging to other people

. There is a motivation toward serving people
. Everybody has a similar “flag”

. Each individual takes ownership of the truth
. Everybody owns something of value

. Leaders are those with personal insight

. Leaders provide wisdom

. Humility is attractive and encouraged

. Boasting sounds foolish

. Emphasis is on your gifts abilities and talents
. Your unique beliefs make you attractive

. Leadership encourages original thinking

. Belonging is via relationship

. Discipline is for people hurting themselves

. Programs are replaced by events

COMMUNITY

Definition: a union of individuals

It’s a common patriotism/loyalty

It’s a sense of belonging to the group/entity
It’s a source of security/identity

The impact looks outward toward the world
It keeps one from feeling lonely

It points toward communism

It serves people with little to no motivation

It is available to the masses

It increases the impact of spending/buying
Giving is to redistribute wealth

It focuses on the collective good of the group
Individual core values can tear it apart
Meetings are focused on traditions

There is an emphasis on belonging

There is immense value in the group entity

It leads to a camaraderie of comrades

There is a sense of belonging to the group
There is a tendency toward using people
Everybody salutes a common “flag”
Personal ownership of truth is a divisive.
Everybody owns everything/nothing

Leaders are the superstars/entertainers/heroes
Leaders represent the purpose of the group
Pride is attractive and encouraged

Boasting sounds successful

Requires you ignore gifts abilities and talents
Your unique beliefs make you dangerous
Leadership encourages group thinking
Belonging is via attendance

Discipline is for people hurting our reputation

Events are made into programs
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33. It speaks in term of joy It speaks in terms of success

34. Itis a network of intimate individuals It is a grouping of casual acquaintances

35. It’s managed like a sand lot ball team It is managed like a corporation

36. Its distinction is “love one another” Its distinction is tolerate one another

37. Love is defined by truth and discernment Love is defined ignoring truth and discernment
38. Spiritual gifts are for people Spiritual gifts are for positions

39. People choose to be interested in each other People have a vested interest in each other.

40. Success cannot be measured or controlled Success must be measured and controlled

41. It’s like salad—mixing individuals together It’s like soup—blending individuals together

Verse 5—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus
Tovto @poveite €v DUV 0 Kl €v Xp1oTt®d Incod,

Paul begins a new paragraph with this general command, which he will apply in the area of Christ’s humility. The
verb @poveite is an imperative of @povew, the word used two times in verse 2, meaning “to be wise” or “to think.”
So the general command is to have the wisdom (or thinking) of Christ. His thinking is the standard we will all be
measured against. For example, [ was recently meeting with a wealthy Christian who was asking me about the right
perspective on money. I told him that I thought the real problem was not having wealth but living in luxury. He
suggested that living in luxury was different for everybody. He pointed out the fact that extremely wealthy people
have a different standard for luxury than he did, and his was different from mine, and mine was different from the
poorest people. I said that I didn’t think God had more than one standard. I believe we will all be judged at the
Judgment Seat of Christ by the life Christ lived on earth. He said that was depressing. I said that was one of my
gifts. But seriously, in all areas of our lives our judgment when we stand before Christ will not be based on the
standards of other people but the example, thinking, and wisdom of Jesus Christ.

Verses 6-8—who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

0¢ v pop@f 600 VILAPYOVOVY apTayHOV NYNoato 1O eivor ioa Be®,  AAG £GVTOV EKEVWGEV LOPETV
50VA0V AoP®V, €V OLOLOUOTL AVOPOTOV YEVOUEVOS KOl GYNUOTL EVPEDEIS MG BVOPOTOG ETUTELVOOEY
€QVTOVYEVOILEVOG VTNKO0G UEXPL OALVATOV, BaVATOV 3& 6TOVPOD

Ryrie writes: “This passage on the humility of Christ is the high mark of the epistle. Unlike the informal,
conversational style of the rest of the letter, verses 5-11 are highly polished. ... verse [6] may be paraphrased: “Who,
though of the same nature as God, did not think this something to be exploited to His own advantage’ (Ryrie Study
Bible, p.1890).

In verse 6 the use of the word pop@n in the first statement means “form” or “appearance.” It’s the same word which
says He was in the “form” of a bond-servant (that is a man) in verse 7. The object of verse 6 is stated in the last 2
words Toa 0e@® “equal with (from the dative case) God.” Paul says this equality was not something Jesus fynoa.to,
meaning: “to lead, consider, count, or regard” (Strong’s), apmwayuOv meaning “something to be grasped” (Ibid.).
King James translates this thought it not robbery to be equal with God. NASV says: did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped. Clearly, this is difficult to translate, but the central idea is that Jesus did not consider
reaching out for, or grasping for, equality with God. Clearly, He had the same deity as God the Father (John 1:1;
17:5; Hebrews 1:8). But it is questionable if the King James Version is correct here. The issue seems not to be His
assuming His equality with God but rather that He did not consider grasping for it, as Satan did (Isaiah 14:14) and as
many of the leaders of this world have done (Acts 12:21-23). The purpose of Jesus’ life on earth was not to grasp for
equality with God but to demonstrate the quality God is looking for in a perfect man—humility (Micah 6:8; Isaiah
66:2). This also is consistent with John 1:18 which tells us No one has seen God at any time, the only begotten God
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. Jesus did not become man to pursue being God (because
He already was the God/man), He lived with us on earth to explain God.
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Verses 7 and 8 describe the humility of Christ with four statements: (1) emptied Himself, (2) taking the form of a
bondservant, (3) being made in the likeness of men, and (4) becoming obedient to the point of death ... on a cross.
This passage is one of the best statements of the deity and humanity of Christ. He did not need to seek for equality
with God yet he voluntarily gave up (éxévooev = emptied) His use of certain divine attributes. The doctrine
called kenosis is the voluntary non-use of certain attributes. It is not the giving up or getting rid of those
attributes. If Christ got rid of some divine attributes, He would no longer be God.

Since Christ is our model, we can apply this by saying we should: (1) empty ourselves of any authority we have, (2)
take the form of a servant bonded to God and a slave of those we serve, (3) make ourselves as no more than a
common person, and (4) be obedient to God until the point of our death.

Verses 9-11—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

810 K0l 0 BE0G QDTOV VIEPVYWOOEV KOl EXAPICATO AOTM TO OVOLD TO VTEP TV OVOUOL, TVOL €V T®
ovopott Incov mav yovu Kauyn EToVpaviOV Kol ETLYEIOV KAl KOTOXOoVIOV Kol Taoo YADGo O
g€oporoynontat 6Tt kVprog Incodg Xpiotoceic d0&av 6e0D TaTPAC.

The main idea of this passage is that the humble emptying of self, results in exaltation from God. But the special
exaltation of Christ is because being in form of God He voluntarily lowered Himself to the position of a man and
even took on the sin of man and died for it on the cross. For that humbling, God is going to put Him over absolutely
everything and everybody.

Let’s look a bit closer. In verse 9, the word VTepVOWYmGeV is a combination word. It is the word “exalt” with the
word “hyper” in front of it so it is the strongest possible way to express exaltation. It’s a hyper exaltation. The “and”
is the softer conjunction kol which usually means “and as a part of” rather than “and in addition to.” So the
statement which follows this is a part of and an explanation of the exaltation. The word itself is a bit surprising.
gxopioato is the word for a gracious gift, whereas we think of Christ as getting something deserved not something
unmerited. Apparently, the idea is that because of His obedience and humility, God the Father is going to give Him a
position even greater than He had before the incarnation. It could just be a figure of speech or it could mean the
Father will give Him a position even beyond what His obedience earned. At any rate, He will be worshipped by
every being who has ever existed.

The next thing that grabs our attention is the focus on the word “name.” It is used three times here, and it is preceded
by the same word Vmep which precedes the word “exaltation.” The name Incovg (pronounced Yeaasus) will be a
hyper name, one which is above every name. Paul may not mean this particular Greek name, which is pronounced in
different ways in different languages of the world. Actually His name at the Second Coming seems a bit mysterious
(Revelation 19:11-16). The point is this particular person, the one known as Jesus of Nazareth, the one the church
knows as Christ Jesus, this one will have a hyper name above every name.

In verse 10 we learn that Incot¢ will be bowed down to (literally yovv “knee,” kauwn “to bend.” They will “bend
the knee” to Him. The beings who bow down are put into three categories:

The first category is those in heaven or in the heavenly places. This would include the saints who have died, the
angels, and even those magnificent four living creatures around the throne of God (Revelation 4:6-8). It includes
everyone but God the Father (read 1 Corinthians 15:27-28).

The second category is those on the earth. The word éniyeimv is another combination of two words. The first is
“upon” and the second is “ground” or “earth.” So it clearly refers to those upon the terrestrial earth. I suspect this is
areference to the Millennial Kingdom when Christ will reign over the whole terrestrial earth (Revelation 20:1-10).

The third category of those bowing the knee is kotox0ovimv, those under the earth. This is the only use of this
word in the New Testament, so we have little to go on for its explanation. It is a combination of xata, a word
meaning “down from, according to, or under,” and y0ovi®wv, an unusual word for earth. It could mean those
dwelling under the surface of the earth or those under the earth itself or those on the underside of the earth. In other
words, it could mean those in Hades (Luke 16:22-23). Or it could mean those who have died and did not get
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Raptured, so their bodies are still under the earth. Or it could mean those in the outer darkness (Matthew 8:12). This
would be those who are under the earth, or around the bottom of the earth from the perspective of the New
Jerusalem as it sits on the new earth (Revelation 21-22). Whatever this last category refers to, it will be the
unbelievers. So this is not worship or adoration but a forced homage to a king.

Verse 11 begins with another ka1, indicating that the statement to follow is probably a part of, not just in addition
to, the bowing of the knee. The sentence says that every yYA@coo will confess the Lordship of Christ. The word can
mean “tongue” or “language.” The significant thing is that the whole creation of spiritual beings, believers in Him
and haters of Him, will confess (or “admit”) that Jesus is Lord. The last phrase is also significant. The Lordship of
Christ is not the end of all righteousness. The end of all righteousness is the glory of God the Father. Glory 80&av

is a word that can also mean “opinion” (used here in Philippians 1:11and 3:19). The word also is usually in a context
of advertising or making someone known. So the final state of things is when all are confessing the Lordship of
Christ unto the ultimate goal of making known the character of God.

Verses 12-13—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more
in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and
to work for His good pleasure.

“Qote, AydmNTOl LoV, KOOMG TAVTOTE VANKOVOATE, W OG €V T1 TOPOLSiY LoV LOVOV GALL VOV
TOAAL®D WOAAOV €V TR ATOVOIQY LoV, LETH EOPOV KOl TPOLOV TNV EQVTAOV CMOTNPINY KOTEPYALESOE
0€0C YOpP EGTLY O EVEPYDV €V VULV KOl TO BELELV KOl TO EVEPYELY VITEP THG EVOKING

Paul begins this new paragraph with another statement that illustrated the network nature of the church. Paul even
expects the Philippians’ obedience (to the truth of the word of God which they learned from Paul) to extend over
this network, and to be effective during his (now 4 year) absence from them. But it is the specific obedience that gets
our attention in this sentence. They are to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. The word translated
“work out” is kotepydiece. It is the last word and the main verb of the sentence. It is a present middle
imperative. The present tense usually indicates an ongoing action. The middle voice emphasizes the idea that they
themselves had to do it by themselves. And the imperative says it’s a command. The root word means to:
“accomplish”, “bring about”, “produce”, or simply “do.” It is the word “work” with the prefix kot means
“according to” but used here mostly for emphasis. So an amplified translation might be: “You must take it upon
yourself to keep on working according to your own salvation.”

The object of that work is the Philippians’ salvation. This has been underscored by the Armenians who say: “See, |
told you we could lose our salvation.” And it draws a quick qualification from the Calvinists who say: “It’s ‘work
out,” not “‘work toward’ your salvation.” The best understanding is that Paul is saying the salvation, which was
accomplished by Christ on the cross, and received by the Philippians (resulting in their being called saints in 1:1),
must be their life long work if they are going to bring pleasure to God (verse 13). The security of our salvation
comes through the election of God (Ephesians 1:3-11), but assurance comes through the lifelong working out of
that salvation (1 John 2:4).

Whereas verse 12 is all about the free will of the believer, verse 13 is about the sovereignty of God. Here Paul gives
us the other side of that coin. Verse 12 says it is you who should work. Verse 13 says it is God who works, and He
works for His own good pleasure. So the work we do which will succeed is the work that accomplishes the good
pleasure of God.

Verses 14-16—Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and
innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you
appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory
because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

[Tavto TolElTe YWPIG YOYYVOUDY KOl SLUAOYICUAV, TvoL YEVNGOE GUEUTTOL KOl BLKEPOLLOL, TEKVO BE0D
Guopo pécov YEVEQG GKOMAG KOl S1EGTPaPUEVNG, &V 01C PivesOE g PO TAPES v KOGU®, Adyov
Lo eméyovreg, €lg KavyMUo EUol €1 NUEpav Xp1toTod, 0Tt 0VK €1g KEVOV EPUUOV 0VIE €1g KEVOV
€KOTIOLG QL.

Verse 14 tells them two ways to do all things. The first way is without yoyyvou®v, which means “murmuring or
grumbling.” This is done by people who agree about what is right, but don’t want to do it. For example, they might
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say: “I know God hates divorce, but I can’t live this way any more.” The second way is without diaAoyiGU®V,
which means “thought, opinion, or discussion.” This is done by people who do not agree with what is right, and
therefore, want to discuss it. For example, they might say: “I want to discuss whether or not it is true that God hates
divorce.” The point is: don’t grumble about doing what you know you should do and don’t dispute what the
Bible says you should do.

Verse 15 begins with Tva,, which is a purpose word. So one purpose of believers not grumbling or disputing with
one another is to be a better light in the darkness of this generation. It’s interesting that Paul does not see that the
purpose of our harmony is to create a peaceful society on earth but to make an impact for the Gospel on the
generation in which we live. He uses 3 words to describe this. Believers are to be blameless, innocent (or harmless),
and above reproach (another word for blameless or spotless). Then he says we are not to be monks or hermits, but
we are to live among the darkness as lights to the world.

There are two words used to describe this generation: 6x0A16g and diesTpoppuévng. The first word means
“crooked.” It’s where we get the English word “scoliosis,” a disease where one has a crooked spine. The second
word means “to turn or pervert.” The nature of sin is that it has to have some truth to pervert. Sin cannot exist by
itself. The ying/yang theory is wrong. Good and evil are not two co-equal opposites that create a whole. Sin can only
exist if there is first something good to “make crooked” or “pervert.” We are all perverts, but the difference between
the believer and the world it that the world doesn’t admit it or repent of it. By overcoming our perversion, our
crookedness, we can be lights in a world that believes that crooked is normal.

Verse 16 tells us that the way to do that is not just to suck it up and try harder, but to hold fast to the word of life.
Then Paul gives us an interesting insight into his motivation. He says he wants the Philippians to do all that so 7 will
have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. Notice that ultimately virtue is described two
ways: (1) It is an individual thing. It was Paul and the rewards he could rejoice about when he stood alone before
God. Apparently, he wanted the Philippians to know that because it was true for them, too. And (2) it is an eternal
thing. To not run in vain or toil in vain. Paul saw his eternal rewards as depending not just on the people he led
to Christ but on the spiritual development and maturity of those people. This appears to be why he was so
interested in maintaining a network pipeline of contact with them.

Verse 17—But even if [ am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice
and share my joy with you all. You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me

AMG €l Kol oéviouat €L TH OVO1Q Kol AELTOVPYIQ THG TIOTEMG VU@V, XOIp® KOl GUYXUIp® TAGLY
VUV TO 8 aOTO KOl DUEIG X OLIPETE KL CVYYUIPETE LOL

Verses 17 and 18 seem, at first glance, to just be a footnote to the previous discussion. Actually, this reiterates the
theme of the book. Paul says that he is rejoicing in the midst of suffering. He is suffering because of the ministry,
which resulted in the faith of people like the Philippians. He is hoping they will cvyyaipete “share (their) joy
together” with Paul. But actually, suffering and joy are connected because joy comes from suffering for the Gospel.
So Paul encourages them to also suffer for the sake of the Gospel so that they will have the same kind of joy to share
with him.

Verses 19-24—But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when [
learn of your condition. For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare.
For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus. But you know of his proven worth, that he
served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father. Therefore I hope to send him
immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me; and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly
EAniCo 8¢ év kvupie Incod Tywdbeov Toy€mg TEUWOL DUV, TV KEYD EDYLY®D YVOVG TO TEPL DUDV.
0V3EVOL YUp EX® 1GOYVYOV, OGTIS YVNOIMG TR TEPL DUDV UEPYULVIOEL Ol TAVIES YOP TO EQVLTAOV
{ntodowv, 0V 10 Incod Xpiotod. THv € oKWY VTOD YIVOGKETE, 0TI OC TOTPL TEKVOV GVV EUOL
£d0vAevoey €ig 10 evayyEAov T00TOV pEV 00V EATICm mépyorn og &v deidn To Tept éué EEavThc
TEMOLO0 € €V KVPIE OTL KOl CLOTOG TOUXEDMS EAEVG OO

There are several interesting observations here which we should not overlook:
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1. Paul has no intention of the Philippians becoming an independent, self sufficient, indigenous church. He
intends to maintain contact with them, send Timothy to them, be encouraged by them, and come to them
himself.

2. Ttis crucial to have a friend and fellow worker like Timothy who is a icOyvyov. The word means “the
same soul.” Partners in ministry you can trust are indispensable.

3. Missionaries should be interested in two things: first, the interests of Christ, and second, the welfare of the
people they are going to see.

4. Most people involved in ministry are focused on their own interests, some on the interests of other people,
but few on the interests of Christ.

5. Most significant relationships will involve submission—Ilike a father and a son. Co-equality is actually
unhelpful in most areas of ministry. For example, Timothy was of the same soul but submissive to Paul.

6. An effective team is effective individuals functioning together. The “team” as a collective entity is
irrelevant. Paul and Timothy were a team because of each of their individual contributions.

Verses 25-30—But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow
soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need,; because he was longing for you all and was distressed
because you had heard that he was sick. For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him,
and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow. Therefore I have sent him all the
more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you. Receive him
then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; because he came close to death for the work of
Christ, risking his life to complete what was def cient in your service to me.

Avaykoiov 8¢ mmcoumv Enouppo&m:ov TOoV OLSE?\.(pov KOl m)vepyov KoLl Gnctpattmtnv puov, Dua)v o¢
ATOGTOAOV KO ?\.sttonpyov TMg xpswtg pnov, nsu\um npog VUGG, EMEN EMTOODV NV TAVTOG Duocg
KOl GOMUOV@V, d10TL m(m)csoc’ce ot1 nceevncev Ko yotp nceevncev notpom?\.nmov dovaTe GALL O
Be0g NAENGEV LDTOV, OVK QLOTOV OE uovov AALOL KO eue va w ATy Em ANV Y.
GnODSOLLO’cepa)g WYY sneu\uoc avToV, 1va L50V’C£g oVTOV TAALY xotpm:e Kotya) oc?\.mrotepog o.
npocSexecGe 0VV QOTOV €V Knpm) UETOL TAGMG YOPAG KO ’cong ’cotom:ong EVTILOVG exste 011 S TO
epyov Xprotod uexpt 00V TOV NYYIoeV TOPOPOAEVS AUEVOS TH WVXT, VOl AVATANP®GT TO VUDV
voTépMUa THG TPOG UE AELTOVPYIOG

Several more observations are in order concerning Epaphroditus:

1. There is a significant friendship in ministry that is a step below a kindred spirit (as Timothy was to Paul)
but is a brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier.

2. With all our technological advances, word of mouth is still a very effective means of communication. The
Philippians accurately had heard of the illness of Epaphroditus.

3. Healing was either a temporary or limited gift. Paul says Epaphroditus was healed by God’s mercy after he
almost died. Paul not only did not heal him but he was afraid he would die.

4. We are to hold in high regard those who suffer for the work of the Gospel, even when that suffering is not
from persecution. High regard is for those who suffer for the Gospel, not for those with high positions in
our organizations or those who are “successful.”

Applzcatzon Principles from Chapter 2
Unity is more valuable than community (verses1-4).

2. Our standard of measurement before the Judgment Seat of Christ is the standard revealed by the life of Jesus
Christ (verse 5).

3. Humility means to: empty ourselves of authority, take the form of a servant, act like a common person, and be
obedient to God until death (verses 6-8).

4. Keep in mind—absolutely everybody will bow before Jesus (verses 9-11).

5. Weneed to balance the two concepts: the security of our salvation is up to God and the assurance of our
salvation is up to us (verses 12-13).

6. We should avoid grumbling with one another because it adversely affects our being lights in a perverse
generation (verses 14-16).

7. Joy comes from suffering for the Gospel (verses 17-18).

8. Ttis extremely valuable, but rare, to have a kindred spirit in ministry (verses 19-24).
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9. There are crucial fellow workers in ministry who are beloved soldiers but something less than a kindred spirit
(verses 25-30).

Chapter 3

Verse 1—Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a
safeguard for you.

To Aomdv, Gdeh@ol Lov, XAIPETE €V KVPL®. TG OOTH YPAPELY DUV EUOL LEV OVK OKVIPOV, DUV OE
QG POAEC.

Verse 1 of chapter 3 sounds like Paul is starting over. Once again, he states the subject of the letter: rejoice in the
Lord. He also makes the point that repetition is valuable as a safeguard.

Verse 2—Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision
BAérete 100¢ KVvOg, PAETETE TOVE KOUKOVG EPYATOS, PAETETE TNV KAUTOTOUNV.

The first word is the verb BA€mete, and it is repeated three times. It is a command from the root word to “see” or
“look.” Tt could be literally translated “look for (or “Look out for”) those who are” ... and the next word is kOvac.
It is literally the word for “dogs,” and it is used of the animals in Matthew 7:6 and 2 Peter 2:22. But this word is
often used of homosexual men (male prostitutes or sodomites). This is probably its meaning in Revelation 22:15 and
of the Hebrew word for “dog” in Deuteronomy 23:18-19. Strong’s lists “male prostitutes” as a metaphorical
definition of this word. Clearly, Paul is using the word metaphorically, but it is not clear if it is a warning against the
influence of male prostitutes. The following context is that of false teachers and Jews attacking the new Christians.
Possibly some of these false teachers were male cult prostitutes, but most likely, Paul is using this metaphor of
homosexuals to show how despicable these false teachers are.

Paul also warns the Philippians to “watch out” for kakovg €pyditag “evil workers,” referring to evil so-called
Christian workers. And to “watch out” for katatounv. The word literally means “mutilation,” probably here
referring to the Jews who were telling them they had to keep the Law of Moses to be saved, therefore the NASV
translation “false circumcision.” This is a very strong exhortation to use discernment.

Verses 3-6—for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh, although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put
confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews, as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church, as to the righteousness which
is in the Law, found blameless.

NUELG YOP ECLEV M| TEPLTOWT, O TVEVUATL BE0D AOTPEVOVTEG KOl KAV OUEVOL €V Xp1oT® Incod kol
0VK €V GOPKL TETOB0TESG, Kuimep EYm Exmv memoiOnov kol €v capki. ET 11 dokel dALog memoB€va
€V copKi, EYy® LOAAOV TEPLTOUT] OKTONUEPOG, €K YEVOUG TopanA, @uATic Beviapiv, EBpoaiog €€
‘EBpaionv, kata vopov @apioaioc, kotd (HA0C S1okmV TNV EKKANGIOY, KOTO S1KHI0GVVNV TNV €V
VOWU® YEVOUEVOG CLUEUTTOC,

From verse 3 it appears that the Jews who were criticizing the Gentile Christians were saying they couldn’t be God’s
people because they weren’t circumcised. Paul points out that Christian circumcision is spiritual not physical.
Circumcision here is a sign of belonging to God and being separated from the world. That sign for Israel was
physical circumcision of all males. For John the Baptist and his disciples (some of whom were Christ’s first
disciples), it was baptism. But for church age believers, the sign of separation is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
who leads us to glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh. These Jews made the mistake that the
covenant theologians make today—forgetting that we are in a different age or dispensation.

Verses 4 through 6 are an elaboration of the Jewish idea about the significance of the flesh. Paul plays their game
and says, if they want to look at the flesh, he has as much fleshly, and for that matter religious, significance as any of

them. The difference is, Paul says, is he does’t think any of that means anything.

Verse 7—But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ
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CAMG] Gtiva v pot k€pdn, tadta fynuot d1 tov Xpiotov {nuiav.

Verse 7 both concludes Paul’s thoughts about the significance of physical Judaism and offers a general principle
about earthly things. It might be translated: “Whatever gain of mine that exists, this I consider (count or regard) as
loss (or penalty) for the sake of (or on account of) Christ. The point is: these earthly gains are like choosing to be

rich for a day instead being wealthy forever.

Verses 8-11—More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that [ may gain Christ, and
may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in
Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that [ may know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, in order that [ may attain to the
resurrection from the dead.

GAAQ pevODVYE kKot Myodpon mévto {nuiay eivan §1é 10 Vmepéxov Tfig Yvdseng Xpiotod Incod 10D
KVPIOV LoV, 81 OV T TavTo ELNUIOON YV, Kol YoDuat okVPaAn, Tvar XpioTov KepdNcm Kol eVPEOD €V
oVTR, UM €YoV EUNV diKaocVVNV TV €k VOUOV GALN TNV S TioTeng Xp1oToD, TV €K 60D
S1Ka10oVVNV €L TH TIOTEL TOD YVAOVOL ODTOV KOl TNV SVVOULY THG GVOOTAGENG CLOTOD Kol [T1v]
Kow@Vvio [TdV] TodNUATOV adToD, CVULOPEILOUEVOS T@ OUVAT® CDTOD, &1 TOE KUTOVINC® €1 TNV
EEQVACTUOLY TNV €K VEKPAV

This very long sentence (verses 8-11) is an elaboration on the statement in verse 7. Paul begins verse 8 with the very
strong contrast phrase, GALO LeVODVYE, “but on the contrary,” as if he were disagreeing with himself or correcting
himself. The correction is that not only the Jewish things he gained, but all the things he gained, are by him
considered {nuicv. The word means “loss” or even “penalty.” So the gain of earthly things can even hold one back
or be like a penalty.

The real goal is knowledge. Paul considers his relationship with Christ as one based on knowledge. But it is
knowledge of the truth, not worldly knowledge, which is always a mixture of truth and error viewed from the
tainting of a satanic philosophy. The object of Paul’s knowledge is the person and lordship of Jesus Christ. It is,
however, the same epistemology (philosophy of knowledge) which the world claims to pursue in that it is based on
real, objective, true, verifiable, historical, events.

By comparison, everything else is loss or punishment (¢{nMui®ONVv,) a verb form of the earlier word. It’s an aorist
passive, meaning: “I have been punished by” or “I have taken a loss from™ all things. He finishes the verse saying he
counts all these things as garbage, then he uses the purpose word iva., stressing that the purpose of counting these
things as loss is to gain Christ. So Paul’s purpose is to have the ultimate personal gain—Christ.

Verse 9 tells us how Paul wants to be found by God—having a righteousness through faith, not works. This is a one
verse statement of the great theological address in Romans 3:21—5:21. This is the great truth that converted Martin
Luther and started the Protestant Reformation.

Versel0 elaborates on (the connective is ka1, so it is not just an addition to) the knowledge of Christ with two
descriptions: the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His suffering. The last item is expressed further as
being conformed to (sharing in or taking the same form as) His death.

Verse 11 puts all this in the perspective of Paul’s ultimate goal: to attain to the resurrection from the dead. He uses
the word for resurrection in verse 10 but puts the word €& in front of it creating a word used only here in the New
Testament. He is probably referring to the Rapture (1Thessalonians 4:16). We have to translate it something like
“resurrecting out of” or even “springing up.”

This is Paul’s personal, individual, self-oriented, profit motive. So we must conclude it is a good perspective. But
notice that Paul’s self-orientation is not selfishness. Selfishness is an attempt to gain at the expense of another. It is
win-lose. In other words, all of the pursuits, which result in gains on this earth, are where you win and someone else
loses, in spite of anything some success motivation course has taught you. You and your client may put together a
deal where you both win. But your competitor loses. That’s because there is only so much to go around. You would
not consider my self-ness to be selfishness if it does not take away from you or others. For example, if I am hungry
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and eat some bread, you’ll have no problem with that. But if you and I are both hungry and I eat all the bread, you’ll
have a problem with that. You see, self-ness is not the same as selfishness. Following Christ for eternal rewards is
never selfishness because God never runs out of assets. When seeking eternal rewards, I am only competing with my
sin nature. I can never take any eternal rewards away from you and you can never take any away from me.

Verses 12-14—Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay
hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of
it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Ovy 611 10 élaPov 1 1o ’ce*cs?usw)uon S10K® 8¢ €l Kol KOUTOAAP®, sq) o Ko Koc’ce?mu(penv VIO
Xpiotod [Incod]. OLSEM)OL £Ym euom’cov oV kothoum Koc’ceﬁm(pevon gv 8¢, 1o uev omicm
EMAQVOUVOUEVOG TOTG OE EUTPOCOEV EMEKTELVOUEVOG, KATH GKOTOV S10K® €1¢ TO PpaPeiov Thg Gve
KAMcewg 100 00D &v Xpiotd Incod.

In these three verses, Paul gives us his philosophy of education. In the previous verses he told us the goal of his
knowledge, now he tells us how he plans to get there.

The first principle is to understand that he has not arrived or become perfect or complete in his knowledge. That may
seem obvious but this is, as a matter of fact, the biggest obstacle to adult Christian education. Most people I teach,
outside of a discipleship context, say something like: “T agree with most of what you say but not everything.” What
they are usually saying is they did not listen to learn, they listened to check out what I was saying to see if it
matched with what they already believed. Most people don’t come to learn, they come to check the speaker out.
They ended their learning years ago. That is what Paul says he determined not to do.

Of course, we are not going to agree with all Christian speakers, but we can choose to learn from them instead of
just checking them out. I remember, when I was in seminary, listening to a disagreeable and boring speaker in
chapel. When I was about to mentally check out and study my Greek notes, I noticed my favorite professor, Howard
Hendricks, sitting behind him on the platform writing like crazy. After chapel I asked him if he was just writing a
letter to someone. He said something like: “No. I learned some things which made me think of other things which I
wanted to write down before I forgot them. I usually can learn something from nearly every speaker.” While I was
wasting time checking this guy out (or off), Prof Hendricks was reaching for what lies ahead.

The second principle is described with the words d10k® 8¢ €1 kol KUTUAAP, literally, “I pursue (or press on)
and if also [ may take (overtake or reach or apprehend).” So Paul’s educational strategy is not just to live life and
expect the Spirit of God to teach him as he goes but to aggressively pursue and apprehend this knowledge, which he
has not yet obtained.

The third principle is 0Tic®, “that which lies behind.” Concerning that, he uses the word €A vOavouevog,
meaning “I myself will be continually be forgetting” (a present, middle, participle). A prerequisite for learning new
things is leaving old things behind. Paul is specifically, in the context, referring to his old Jewish accomplishments.
But he could also have in mind his persecution of Christians. So it could be either good things or bad things. Of
course, all knowledge takes into account previous knowledge. But one of the most common mistakes people make in
decision making, both on the corporate and personal level, is to look at how much they have invested in a given
project. They think about all the time and money they have already put into the project or person. But none of that
matters. The only significant question for any decision is, Will this get me where I am going in the future? That
mistake keeps people in the wrong religion, the wrong church, the wrong house, and the wrong relationships. Paul
says, “I am determined not to do that.

The fourth principle Paul gives us is his goal orientation. He has a goal, but it is not an earthly one. His goal is the
avw (“upward,” “above,” or “upper”) call of God in Christ Jesus. I have found that earthly goals, even religious
goals of Christian organizations, will usually be used to justify immoral actions. We will do things that are wrong
without realizing it because they help achieve our earthly goals. But if our goals are one day on the other side of the
grave, that doesn’t happen (unless, of course you are following a false religion).
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Verses 15-16—Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude, and if in anything you have a different
attitude, God will reveal that also to you; however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have
attained.

“Ocot 00V TLELOL, TODTO PPOVAUEV KO €1 TL £TEpmC PPOVELTE, Kl T0DTO O B0¢ VUIV AmokaAVyer
ANV €1¢ 0 €POACUUEY, T AVTH GTOLYELV.

Paul’s statement concerning those who are perfect or complete is referring to the positional sanctification of
believers. They are positional saints (1:1). The point here is we should all have the gpov@duev, the “attitude” or
“understanding” that is the philosophy of education Paul has just given. If however some believers have a different
attitude concerning education the conviction of the Holy Spirit will convince them.

The point of verse 16 is to tell us not to abandon the basic knowledge and the standard of morality we have obtained
from the Bible. New teaching which is correct will build upon existing standards not change them or abandon them.
From the standpoint of the sovereignty of God there is, of course, no new truth. But for us who live in the unfolding
of history new truth is added all the time and new true knowledge come when the new truth is accurately
understood. But new truth never contradicts old truth. Anything that contradicts old truth is not true, because actual
contradictions are impossible.

Verses 17-19—Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you
have in us. For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the
cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set
their minds on earthly things.

anmmfcod Lov yivecOg, (’x8£?»q)oi KOl GKOTEITE ’cobg oVT® TEPITATODVTAG Kaed)g €xete TOTOV ﬁudg.
TOALOL YOP nepmonm)csw m)g TOALGKIG sksyov Dmv vV 8¢ Kol KAV )\.E’Y(D ’cong sxepong 700
G’COLDpOD 700 Xp1o10D, OV T0 TEAOG ATOAELN, OV O B€0g N KOMo KoL 1 d0En €v TT alloyvvn OT®V,
0l TG €TiyELO PPOVODVTEC.

Verse 17 begins with Zvupiuntal pov yiveo0e, “be imitators together with me.” The verb yivecOe is a present
middle imperative, so we could say “you are commanded to take it upon yourselves to keep on being—an imitator
together with me.” The first word is a lot like 1 Corinthians 11:1, which says: Be imitators of me, just as I also am of
Christ. But here Paul adds that they are to join him in being a “fellow imitator” or an “imitator together” with Paul.
Here he also adds that there are others who also walk according to this pattern. And, as we have seen, that is not an
example of having arrived but striving, seeking, and pressing on.

Verse 18 gives us the reason for this exhortation. There are many who are not walking this way. Every book of the
New Testament except Philemon has a warning about false teachers. In contrast to Paul, these people are a false
example. He concludes they are enemies of the cross.

Verse 19 completes the list of things Paul says about these immoral, so-called brothers. Most of what Paul has to say
about them concerns their judgment. But he has two significant descriptive comments:

First, their god is their ko1Aia, literally “belly,” metaphorically “appetite.” I suggest it could be paraphrased
“physical desires” or “addictions.” Physical appetites deceive us in two significant ways: they tell us they will
satisfy us, and they tell us we can’t live without them.

For example, romantically “falling in love” is a sexual addiction. One day you are fine, the next day you absolutely
cannot live without someone. You become convinced your relationship will be satisfying and that you can’t live
without it. The same is true for other appetite addictions: food, drugs, alcohol, hobbies, etc. Then Paul adds that the
false glory of appetites is their own shame. In other words, the very over indulgence they promote is itself shameful.

The second descriptive comment of verse 19 is that they set their mind on earthly things. This is the fastest growing
church emphasis in American evangelicalism. The emphasis is on this-life, this-world Christianity. The “Emergent
Church Movement” specializes in it, but they are, by far, not the only ones. Some even espouse the false teaching
that this earth is our eternal home. Beware!
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Verses 20-21—For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion
ofthepower that He has even to subject all thmgs to Hlmself

NUAv yotp T0 moAiTEVUOL €V onpocvotg mrocpxet €€ oL Kol G(m:npoc 0c7r£1<8£x0u£90c m)ptov Incodv
XpLoTov, 0 UETAGYNUATIGEL TO GO THG TUTELVOCENG NUAY CVULOPPOV TM CONTL THG dOENG
oVTOD KOT TNV EVEPYELOY TOD dVVUoHOL ADTOV KOl VTOTAENL QDTG TO TAVTA

Verse 20 may be intentionally using the citizenship metaphor because Philippi was a Roman colony with Roman
citizenship, which was rare for a city outside of Italy. But, whether it refers to their Roman status or not, the point is
the same, this world is not our home, we are just a-passin’ through.

Verse 21 focuses on the transformation of our bodies, a doctrine Paul develops in 1 Corinthians 15:50ff. The
principle to notice here is that our body will conform to the image of Christ’s resurrected body. With it, He could
eat, be touched, appear in rooms without coming through the door. It also apparently looked a bit different.

Applzcatzon Principles from Chapter 3
Repetition is good for learning (verse 1).

2. Beware of false teachers and false believers; they have always been there and they will always be there (verse

2).

None of our earthly, fleshly accomplishments (education, wealth, positions, talents) mean anything (verses 3-7).

4.  We should focus on knowing more about Christ, with the goal of attaining to the resurrection from the dead
(verses 8-11).

5. Our philosophy of education should include: (1) We will never arrive at full knowledge in this life. (2) We
should aggressively pursue knowledge about God—don’t wait for it to come to you. (3) We should ignore our
past investments—good or bad. (4) We should focus on the eternal, not on this life (verses 12-14).

6. Be around people who focus on the character of God and heavenly things, and avoid people who focus on this
world and its appetites (verses 15-21).

w

Chapter 4

Verse 1—Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord,
my beloved.

“Qote, AOEAPOL OV AYOTNTOL KOl EXITOONTOL, YOPO KOl GTEPUVOS LOV, 0VTMOG GTNKETE €V KVPLW,
ayomwnTol.

In verse 1 Paul describes the Philippians in 4 ways: (1) beloved, (2) ones he longs to see, the word is EximoOmToL,
literally ones I “long for” or “am passionate about,” (3) my joy, the theme word xopca again, and (4) my crown,
meaning his rewards in heaven. His command to stand firm in the Lord is more of a summary than something new.

Verses 2-3—I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. Indeed, true companion, I ask you
also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and
the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Evodiov Topokaid Kol vam’)xnv napoucoﬁu&) TO 0LOTO PPOVETLV €V KLPLY. VOl ép(m&) KOl O, yvﬁme
GDCDYE GD)\.)\.OLLLﬁOLVOD Omeg omwsg €V 1@ evayYeEM® cVVIOANCAY ot ueta kot KAquevtog kot
TAV LOIT®V GVVEPYDV LoV, ®V TO dvopata &v BiAm Cotc.

We don’t know how these women are connected to each other or who Clement is. They could be brother and sisters
or in the same house church. What we do know is: (1) Paul considers them true believers, (2) they supported Paul in
some way—probably financially, (3) they are part of Paul’s network—church, along with Clement (it is interesting
that Paul knew about this problem all the way over in Rome), and (4) they can’t get along with each other. Paul
appeals to Clement to help these women get along—not a job to be envied. The principle is: mature men have to
step in and help believers who cannot get along with one another.
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Verses 4-5—Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The
Lord is near.

Xoipete €v KUPL® TAVTOTE TAAWY EPA, XOIPETE.E TO EMIELKES DUAV YVOGSONT® TAGLY AVOPOTOLS. O
KOp1og €yyvg

Verse 4 is another statement of the subject of the epistle.

Verse 5 is one of the most difficult commands for most men. The key word is éxieikeg. It means something like:
“seemly,” “equitable,” “yielding,” or “gentle.” This idea is common in the New Testament (see 1 Timothy 3:3; Titus
3:2; 1 Peter 2:18). It is especially difficult for those men who are use to solving problems with force by being rough.
Paul is obviously not talking about their being soft theologically or morally, or encouraging them to tolerate those
things in the body of Christ. The command is not against being tough; it’s against being rough. He is saying: We
must have a gentile way about our moral and theological toughness.

9

The last short sentence is often troubling to those of us who live 2000 years later. It says: The Lord is near. The
word £yyV¢ can mean: “near” (in place or time), “at hand,” “close,” “nearby,” “nearer,” or “ready.” But it seems
here, and elsewhere in the New Testament, that the Apostles want us to live in such a way that we realize the
Rapture of the church is at hand (Revelation 1:3). But that is not to say the Apostles believed the coming of Christ
would not be a long way off. In 2 Peter 3:3-10 Peter even seems to indicate that the second coming of Christ could
be thousands of years away. Nevertheless, the Rapture of the church (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) could be at any
moment, so it can be (and should be) taught that the Lord is near. Since no one knows the time of His Coming for
the church, it can never be said that it is not near, or that it might not be near.

EENT3

Buy contrast the events prophesied in both the Old and New Testaments surrounding the Second Coming of Christ
cannot be said to be near since many signs must precede those events (Matthew 24:4ff). But the point the Apostles
are making to the church in their epistles is that there are no signs before the Coming of Christ to Rapture His
church. Therefore, until He comes, His coming is near. The Lord is near in the sense that there is nothing which
needs to be accomplished before He comes for the church.

Verses 6-7—Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

UNOEV LEPIUVETE, AL €V TAVTL TH TPOGEVYT KOl T OENGEL LETH EVYXOPIOTING T QUTNULOTO DUDV
YVOPILEGOm TPOG TOV BEdV. Kl N €ipNvn TOD B€0D 1 VTEPEYOVGO TAVTIH VOOV @POVPNGEL TAUG
Kopdiog VLAV Kol To VONUoTo du®dv €v Xpiotd Incod.

This may be the most quoted and memorized passage in Philippians. It is also the most specific promise of a specific
answer to a prayer other than salvation (John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24). Let’s take a closer look at it.

First, in verse 6, we have the command not to pepyuvaite. The word can mean: “to be anxious,” “to care for,” “to be
concerned for,” or “to be worried about.” The command is much like the one Jesus gave in Matthew 6:25-34, and it
uses the same word Jesus does for “worry.” Generally, in English, the difference between “worry” and “concern” is
that worry leaves out the sovereignty of God. So we can confidently translate this word as “worry.” Clearly, Paul is
not forbidding concern for people. The lead word undev can mean either “nothing” or “no one.” So Paul is
forbidding any kind of worry.

The alternative he gives is prayer. He introduces it with &AL’ the hardest contrast word for “but” followed by “in
everything.” Then he uses all three of the most common words for prayer and a fourth more general word for
making a request. The idea is not to present some magic formula for getting our prayers answered, but the specific
words he uses are important.

The first word TpocevyT is the most general word for “prayer: (it sometimes even refers to a place of prayer). It is
connected to the second prayer word by ko which is the soft “and” that can also mean “that is” or “and as a part
of.”
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The second word for prayer is 8€1jo€l, which has the idea of a request. So these two are bound together into one
idea “a prayer, and as a part of that, a request.” The connective, between them and the next prayer word is ueto,
generally translated “with.”

The third prayer word is edyop1oTiog meaning “thanksgiving.” So the prayer, which includes a request, is
surrounded by thanksgiving. This is followed by a summary general (fourth) word for “request.”

Next comes the word yvopllécw, “let it be made known,” followed by “to God.” This verb is a present passive
imperative. The present and imperative are expected here, they indicate a command to keep on doing it. But the
passive indicates someone else is doing the action. Passives are usually followed with the word “by” (either spoken
or understood). It would not be by the one doing the praying or it would be middle, not passive. Paul may be
referring to Romans 8:26 where our prayers are cleaned up, so to speak, and presented to God by the Holy Spirit. I
should then make my prayer request to God the Father (we are never given an example or a command to pray to the
Holy Spirit) and the Holy Spirit will clear out all the foolish parts and present it to God the Father (even though He
already knows it). So, if I may paraphrase the phrase: But (by way of contrast) pray, that is, make your request, and
do it in the context of thanksgiving, making the specifics known, realizing that it will be presented to God the Father
by the Holy Spirit.

Verse 7 has the promised answer. First, we must notice that the promise is not that your specific request will be
answered. We are to make that specific request known to God, not because He does not know it, or because He will
grant it. We are simply commanded to do it. The answer we are promised (if I may offer an amplified translation) is
that: a peace of (or from) God, which “exceeds all mind (or thought)” will guard (or keep, or set a garrison around)
your heart and mind (or thought) in Christ Jesus. Notice, this is not the result of counseling or fellowship or a
supportive community. This is a peace from God as a direct intervention of God, which supernaturally
penetrates the mind and heart of the individual believer in Christ Jesus.

Verses 8-9—Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on
these things. The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God
of peace will be with you.

To Aowrdv, OLSEM)OL dca 6TV oc?men, 060 GEUVE, 6ca dikoo, 6c0 ayvd, 060 TPOSPIAT, 0o
empnuoc el g ApeTn Ko €1 TG enocwog Todta ?\.OYLCEGGE 0 Kol euoceete KoLl notpe?\.otﬁete KOl
NKOVGUTE KOl E10TE €V €UOL, TUDTO TPAGCETE KL O BE0G THG EIPNVNG E6TUL LWED DUAV.

Verse 8 is a one of Paul’s impressive grocery lists, and he tells the Philippians to dwell on it. First let’s look at the
list. There are 8 items, which we might call attitude virtues. We’ll put them under the microscope a bit.

&AnOf= true, honest, genuine, or real.

Yeuva = reverend, serious, dignified, honorable

dixouo = righteous, correct, innocent, just

ayva = pure, holy, sacred, free from (ceremonial) defilement

mpoo @A = lovely, cheerful, pleasing, agreeable

evenuo = worthy of praise, good repute, well reported of

&petn = virtue, moral excellence, moral goodness

€mouvog = praise, commendation

Concerning these attitudes, Paul commands the Philippians to Aoyilec0e (NASV “dwell on”). It is a present
middle imperative verb from the word “to think, count, or calculate” (Strong’s). In English we get the word “logic”
from this. An amplified translation might be: (I am commanding you) to continue, to take it upon yourself, to keep
on logically thinking (or meditating or reasonably/logically/mentally calculating) about things which have these 8
characteristics.

Verse 9 is another educational grocery list. He says they are to put into practice the things which they have observed
in Paul. Specifically that includes:

€uaBete = The things which you have learned. (This is the basic word for a disciple.)

naperdpete = The things you have received. (This is the common word for take or receive.)

nxovoate = The things which you have heard. (This is the common word for hear.)
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€1dete = The things which you have seen. (This is the common word for see, look, or perceive.)

The specific command concerning these words is not the simple word for “do” but the word Tpdcoete which
means “to practice or accomplish.” It is a present active imperative. So it is like the verb for “think™ in verse 8,
except the emphasis here is on the action of continuing to practice these things. The emphasis in verse 8 is on the
person himself (middle voice) taking on the responsibility, but the focus here in verse 9 is the ongoing action.

Notice that Paul’s whole exhortation to them is based on the time he was physically there with them. No one just
handing out tracts, or even Bibles, or just using computer age technology, or just writing books, could give people
this exhortation. It requires an incarnational (in the flesh) presence with the people you are exhorting. Many of the
Apostles wrote books and letters, which were of immense value (and, of course, still are today). But they wrote them
to people they had personally ministered to, or those they planned to come and personally minister to.

Verses 10-19—But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you
were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having
abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. Nevertheless, you have done
well to share with me in my affliction. You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the
gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for
even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the
profit which increases to your account. But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-
pleasing to God. And my God will supply allyour needs accordmg to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Exdpnv 6¢ év Knpm) ueyot?\.a)g 0Tt 101 TOTE AVEDGAETE TO mrep suon (ppovew E(p o KO EQPOVETTE,
NKapeiche S€. ovy OTL KOO Dc’cepncw Ay, eya) yocp éuabov v otg EXTTAY on)‘cotpKng glvoul. 0100 Kol
Tamevodofal, oido kol nepmcenew €V TOVTL KO €V TAGTV LEPVMNUOLL, KO xop’cotCecGon KOl TEWVAV
KoLl nepmcenew KOl VO TEPEIGOUL TAVTO chna) €V 1@ €vouvopodvti We. n?\.nv Ka?\.a)g gmomoarte
GDYKowmvncocvtsg pov th OAlyel oldote 8¢ KoL Duetg @L?mmnmm 011 &v GpxT 10D EDOWYEMOD
0te e‘én?ueov amo MouceSovwcg ovdeuio pot emc?mcswc exowcovncsev ELg LOyov 5068(Dg Kol Xnuwea)g £l
UM VUEIS uovot 0T KoL €V G)EGGOL?\.OVLKn KOl Omot‘é KoL 81¢ €1G ‘cnv XPEIOV kot ensuwom:e ODX 0Tl
EMLNT® 10 dOp0, GALO EMUNT® TOV KOLpﬂ:OV OV n?»sovocCov*m ELg )\.O’YOV mm)v ATEY® & TAVTO KOl
neptccsna) TEMAPOULOL 8£‘§0Luev0g Tapo E7r0upp08m:01) T nocp mm)v ocunv 80(1)510Lg fvciov
5£KT1’]V EVAPESTOV TA Oe®. 0 d€ OEGC LOV TANPAOGEL TACAY YPEIOLY DUDV KAUTH TO TAODTOG 0OTOD €V
d0EN v Xp1otdd Incsm)

Verses 17-19 lists for the Philippians at least 5 financial principles about giving and living:
1. Concern will find an opportunity for financial/material giving (verses 10 and 13).
Needs are actually met by strengthening from Christ, whether in prosperity or poverty (verses 11-12).
Sensitivity to giving needs should be early and regular (verses 15-16).
The value of giving is primarily to the giver (verse 17).
It is important to give, but it is also important to receive, and to do so with appreciation (verses 18-19).
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Verses 20-23—Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. Greet every saint in Christ Jesus.
The brethren who are with me greet you. All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household. The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit

T® 8¢ Be® KUl TUTPL MUAV M 50‘§0L etg Tong Otm)vocg TOV dlOVOV, Omnv ‘AcndcacOe Tavia Gylov &v
Xptcw) Incm) OLGﬂ:OLCOV’COLL VUGG Ol 6LV €Ol OLSEM)OL aomalovrol Duotg notv‘ceg ol OLYLOL uéAcTo
d¢ o1 éx 1ig Kaioapog oikiag. H xdpig t0d kvpiov Incod Xpiotod uetd 100 Tvevuotog DUAV.

Verse 20 gives us a good look at the inclusive use of ko for “and” when Paul expresses glory to our God “and”
Father. It is clearly not “and in addition to” but “and as an explanation of.” Notice, with all Paul’s love and adoration

for Jesus Christ, his final expression is the glory of the Father.

Verses 21-22 are the closing of the book. Notice that the word aomalopon occurs 3 times in 3 different forms. It is
simply the word for “greet,” but we shouldn’t miss the significance of it. It shows once again the universal nature of
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the Body of Christ. Paul is drawing together those who are with him and the believers in Philippi. He even draws in
the believers in Caesar’s household whom the Philippians had never met.

Verse 23 ends the letter with a wish of grace (unmerited favor) from Jesus Christ, to be with the spirits of the
Philippian believers. The reason for the emphasis on their “spirit” is not given. What is clear, however, is that the
unmerited grace of Christ was applied to their spiritual condition. Interestingly, if we compare this to verse 20, he
points the giving of glory in the direction of the Father—up. And he points the giving of grace from Jesus towards
the Philippians—down.

Applzcatzon Principles from Chapter 4

W
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Ministry should be in the context of love for and longing for the people we serve. In a mature ministry, the
focus naturally changes from evangelism to nurturing (verse 1).

Disharmony in the Body of Christ is an ongoing challenge, but it must not be allowed to continue. Mature men
need to step in (verses 2-3).

We should always pursue having a gentle spirit (verses 4-5a).

We should always live (in this age) as if Jesus might come today (verse 5b).

Whenever we feel anxious and are beginning to worry, we should make our request to God and expect a peace
that passes understanding (verses 6-7).

We should meditate on things that are real and righteous (verse 8).

Discipleship requires the context of a physical (incarnational) presence (verse 9).

Giving and receiving are valuable to both the giver and the receiver. Both should be thankful—the giver for the
opportunity and the receiver for the material benefit. When we refuse to receive, we disallow someone the
opportunity to practice generosity (verses10-19).

All believers are part of the same universal Body of Christ (verses 20-23).

THIS CONCLUDES OUR STUDY ON THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS.
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