given in the included outline and the use of
the Hebrew word toledot (“generations”) in a
structural way throughout the book (2:4; 5:1;
6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 36:9;
37:2).
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extent. Genesis is also filled with narrative dis-
cussions, much more than any other ancient
work. Discussions, like no other literature tech-
nique, give us insight into a person’s thoughts
and intentions of the heart. Motives can only be
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(1) Genesis is inspired Scripture. The first
twelve chapters alone are referred to authori-
tatively in the New Testament 113 times.

(2) Genesis is inerrant. This sets it apart from
all other historical works. Contrary to the lib-
eral tendency to determine the accuracy of
Genesis by other works, those other works
must be judged by the book of Genesis. It is
the world’s first history book.

(3) Genesis must be interpreted in a plain, or-
dinary way, according to the author’s intended
meaning. Many have said, “Yeah, but Genesis
is not intended to be a science book.” True. But
it 1s intended to be a history book. Science is
not the only literature to be interpreted in a
straight forward manner—so is history. Nobody
disagrees that Genesis is history after chapter
12. The liberal denial that chapters 1-11 are
history comes because they don’t like what it
says.

(4) Genesis is a story. Someone once said, “God
created people because He likes stories.” That’s
not in the Bible, but the first book of the Bible
would seem to confirm that—at least to some

time (generations)

determined by God, unless stated in Scripture.
Yet, they are the governing factor of morality. So
God, through the author of Genesis, gives us not
only history but theology, morality, and a glimpse
at the heart of God as He deals with the hurts of
people.
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University (B.S.) and Dallas Theological Seminary (Th.M.,
D.Min.). He is President of Relational Concepts, Inc. in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Dave is an Equipper/Discipler in the Re-
lational Concepts’ School of Discipleship. He is married and
has three children and two grandchildren.
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Genesis

By Dr. David A. DeWitt

Genesis has probably been read and refer-
enced by more people over more years (make
that, generations, centuries and millenniums)
than any other book in the history of the world.
It is considered Scripture by three major-world
religions—dJudaism, Islam, and Christianity.
The book has been accepted, rejected, criti-
cized, and evaluated. But it has not been ig-
nored. When someone tries to ignore it—like,
say, the enlightenment evolutionists—some-
one will bring it up and stick it under their
noses. '

The Structure

The Hebrew title to the book (as is the case of
the entire Pentateuch) is the opening words:
“In the Beginning.” Indeed, it is a book of be-
ginnings. The author develops origins from the
beginning of the earth to man to the nation of
Israel. He does it like this:
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Apparently, God thinks origins are important.

The Author

The traditional view says Moses wrote Gen-
esis. It’s actually called “First Moses” in some
places. Actually, the New Testament never
confirms explicitly that Moses wrote it. Some
passages (Genesis 14:14 and 26:5) strongly
suggest someone else was involved—possibly
Samuel or Ezra. Whoever wrote it, we know
it is one unit, the basic composition of one
author. This is determined by the unity of style
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“In the beginning” of ... /lef’.a;; 7. Gad
(Hebrew title) / (mai 8. Asher
Adam and /
Fve I— Leahd4—1. Reuben— 9. Issachar
The The A Seth | Noah S[ilem, Afl\bl‘;im : 2. Simeon  10. Zebulun
Heavens|Earth ) i 1lam, (Abraham) i 3. Levi Dinah
Cain Others and Others 4. Judah
Jephthah Laban Bilhah— 5. Dan
Seth — Nahor . .
Abel / (maid) 6. Naphtali
and and Bethuel --chel 11. Joseph
the the 12. Benjamin
Flood | tower —dJacob
(polyg- Men of —Rebekah | . )l
7 began . srael)
amy, g Babel Sarai
beduin  to call (Sarah)
}fheé)j utll)::xn } Isaac | g Amalekites
erds, g Terah [(—Abram —_@
musi- name
cians of the Hagar Ishmael (1910-1776) | Arabs/Ishmaelites]|
technol- Lord (E .
ogical (4:26) ti'l%p
hdvances and ) SV TIPURR
4:19-22) “vgxtlll: . hto ' Moab [Moabites]
w1 em L . .
to God Ham,, Haran Lot l:(‘”a dauglfters)
and Adam (5:24) and —iscan Ben Amni {mnmonites I
the and to |Japh- to
Earth | Eve to Seth Noah | thah | Abram
1:2- 5:1—| 6:9—| 10:1—
1:1 2:3 2:4—4:26 6:8 | 9:29 | 11:27 11:28 50:26
Adam 4004 (930 years) 3074 Ai:rr_aham 1996 (175 years) 1821
Seth 3874 (912 years) 2962 Isaac 1896 (180 years) 1716
Noah 2948 (950 years) 19498 Jacob 1836 (147 years) 1689
Joseph 1745 (110 years) 1635

[Dates according to The Wall Chart of World History, Dorset Press, 1992]




