The Purpose of Prophecy
Over 1/4 of the Bible is prophecy. Actually, if you put together all the prophetic passages of the Bible in one book, you would have a volume larger than the New Testament. Obviously, prophecy is important to God. Therefore, it’s important to study it.
For example, the Apocalypse of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, is dedicated to
the study of future prophecy, and it is the only book that speciﬁcally states, Blessed is
he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which
are written in (Rev. 1:3).
Why is prophecy so important to God? It is probably not to equip us to predict the
future. Jesus criticized those looking for signs of the future (Matt. 12:39; Acts 1:7). He
never answered the apostles’ question about “when” the future events would happen
(Matt. 24:3), even though He gave many details about “what” would be the signs of His
coming at the end of the age.
Prophecy is given by God not to predict the future but to conﬁrm the past (John 13:19;
14:29). Prophecy is one of God’s ways of conﬁrming that what He said is true. He offers it to us as proof that His Word can be trusted and that He is to be taken seriously,
precisely, and literally. When we see that prophecy is literally fulﬁlled, we know that
God keeps His promises. When hundreds of details of the Messiah’s life are fulﬁlled in
Jesus of Nazareth, we can see that God keeps His promises. When Daniel’s predictions
of the future of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome are fulﬁlled to the letter, we
can see that God keeps His promises. When the future of the Jews and the Arabs are
predicted precisely, and when God gives speciﬁc points about the future of a city like
Tyre, and all these came to pass exactly as God said, God has conﬁrmed His Word as
being true. Fulﬁlled prophecy has consistently demonstrated that the Bible is not a
book of fantasy, religion, and myth but a book of truth, facts, and reality. Fact is: The
Bible has never ever been one detail off in its prediction of future events.

Why Is It Important to Study Future Prophecy?
We might be tempted to ask, “If the purpose of prophecy is to conﬁrm the past instead
of to predict the future, why study future prophecy?” You may have heard someone
say, “I am a pan-millennialist. I believe it’s going to pan out all right.” This weak joke
has made its way around Christian circles as sort of a humorous excuse for neglecting
a study of prophecy. The idea is that God has everything under control, and it’s all going to “pan out” the way God wants, so why bother studying it?
The answer is that the importance of prophecy comes not from how it’s going to pan out
but from the fact that God chose (1) to tell us about it and (2) to command us to be on
the alert concerning it (Matt. 24:42).
All of the work of God will “pan out” as God has planned. The salvation of the lost will
“pan out” the way God has planned it (Eph. 1:3-11). The spiritual development of all
believers will “pan out” as God has planned it (Rom. 8:28). The church will “pan out”
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as God has planned it (Matt. 16:18). But that doesn’t mean we should neglect studying
and applying the Scripture in those areas. So the ﬁrst reason we should study future
prophecy is simply because God chose to reveal it to us. It’s important because it’s important to God.
The second reason we should know the details of prophecy is to be future sensitive.
Jesus Christ tells us to be on the alert to the unraveling of God’s future program (Matt.
24:32-39, 42; 25:13).
Believers who are future sensitive love Christ’s appearing. Paul told Timothy, in the
future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved
His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8).
A lady once told this story at one of our Bible study groups. She said, “I have two
small children who both like cookies. One day I had recently baked a fresh batch and
put them in the cookie jar to keep for an activity at our house that evening. I gave my
children a strict warning to not eat any of those cookies. After noticing it was unusually
quiet in the kitchen, I decided to peek around the door. There were my two children sitting on the ﬂoor, the half-empty cookie jar between them, crumbs all over, and a cookie
in each ﬁst. “Now, I know that my children love me—but they did not love my appearing!” To be future sensitive is to live our lives in such a way that we not only love our
Lord, but we also love His appearing.
The biggest impact for the Gospel in the 20th century came from groups and individuals who were future sensitive. Most evangelists, most Bible study, campus, and parachurch groups, as well as Bible colleges, Bible seminaries, and missionary organizations were interested in the details of future prophecy. This led them to the conclusion
that Jesus was coming soon. Therefore, the spread of the Gospel was urgent. This is the
way the church of every generation is to live. When the church stops taking prophecy
literally, they begin building earthly empires. But as long as and whenever the church
looked seriously and literally at the details of future prophecy, the result was an emphasis on evangelism and discipleship. That brings us to the next point.

Prophecy Must Be Studied Literally
One reason, of course, is that there is no other way to be sure we have a certain word
from God. To study prophecy allegorically or ﬁguratively or any other way is to make
ourselves the judge of the future and the Bible actually has no say in it. By “literally,”
we mean that we must understand each text in its plain ordinary normal way. In other
words, we must look for the author’s intended meaning. If the author is writing poetically, then his words have poetic meaning. If he is giving a parable, then we must look
for the meaning of the parable. If the author is writing history, then we must see it as
history. The question is, “What does the author intend for us to understand?”
Another reason for taking prophecy literally is because we take the rest of the Bible
that way. All the other great truths of Christianity come from taking the Bible at face
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value. The only reason we know about salvation is because we understand that a literal
Jesus Christ literally died on a literal cross for our literal sins. If we were to understand any of those things allegorically or ﬁguratively, we would be lost for all eternity.
It’s by taking the Bible literally that we know about the nature of God the Father, the
deity of Christ, the person and work of the Holy Spirit, the Trinity, the church, our sinful nature, and the spiritual life. Of course, we can only understand the Bible’s predictions 100% after the event is fulﬁlled. Taking the Bible literally doesn’t mean we will
all agree, but it does give us a solid foundation upon which to base our discussion.

A Possible Scenario of the Future
(An Overview of the Overview)

The two most signiﬁcant events in modern history are: (1) the formation of the nation of Israel in 1948 and (2) the uniting of the European Community in the 1990s.
The EC (European Community) will continue its processes of uniting for the purpose
of strengthening itself economically. This union could include any of the European or
Mediterranean countries which were part of the ancient Roman Empire.
The new EC will experiment with different means of economic stability. They have
already developed a common currency that will become the strongest currency in the
world. Next they will develop a credit-card system and a centralized computer system
which will allow all currency to be omitted. The next step will be to eliminate that
credit card and give everyone an identifying tattoo mark (possibly invisible). Then during the Tribulation, people will need the tattoo “666” mark of the Antichrist on one’s
forehead or right hand in order to buy and sell.
The elimination of currency and ﬁnally credit cards will go a long way (at least it will
seem to go a long way) toward solving many of the world’s problems. For example, the
sale of drugs or any illegal or stolen items becomes extremely difﬁcult without cash.
With the drastic reduction of drug sales will come the hope of reducing AIDS and other
diseases spread through drug use and crime that is drug-related. Other crimes are
reduced, too. It’s of very little value to rob the neighborhood carry-out store if they have
no cash. Auto theft, burglary, embezzlement, income-tax evasions, and fraud are much
less inviting if cash is omitted and all transactions are done by computer and centrally
monitored.
This system is actually not new. Experiments have already been carried out where
large stores placed an invisible tattoo on the back of a customer’s hand. When the customers made a purchase, their hand was passed under a machine and that amount was
simply transferred from an account at their bank to that of the store. The same thing,
of course, could be done with wages earned, thus accounting for every penny (without
the existence of any actual pennies). Of course, world conditions will have to get worse
than they are now for people to favor this option—but they will!
While this process is developing, some world event will cause ten nations (ﬁrst three,
then seven more) to unite behind one world leader. We saw a very clear example of this
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back in 1991 when ten nations united behind U.S. President George Bush to throw
Sadam Hussein out of Kuwait in what was called the Persian Gulf War. A few months
before the war, no one would have predicted that ten nations would unite. Yet almost
overnight ten nations united behind one leader for a speciﬁc cause.
Some such, as yet unknown, cause will unite ten EC and/or Mediterranean nations
together behind one leader who will become Satan’s man on earth—the Antichrist. This
leader will then offer his successful economic plan to the powers of the world. He will
make a treaty with the one whom the Bible calls the king of the North (probably Russia, who will become as strong as it once was before Communism); a king of the East
(possibly China or some united oriental mega-force); and the king of the South (probably the Arab world). Finally, the Antichrist offers this peace treaty to the nation of
Israel. When Israel signs the treaty, the clock starts ticking on the ﬁnal seven-year or
Tribulation period before the Second Coming of Christ.
As all this is developing, it appears that the church, the believers of this age, are Raptured off the earth, snatched up to meet Christ in the clouds! [The Scripture is less
clear about when the Rapture occurs, but most people who take prophecy literally put
the Rapture before the Tribulation. We recognize that many sincere literalists do see
the Rapture as occurring during or after the Tribulation. We do not wish to belittle
them for their interpretation, but we believe the biblical passages favor a pre-tribulation Rapture. See the Appendix for an overview of these other interpretations.]
When the true believers are missing, two things will happen. One, many people who
are familiar with what the Bible says about the future will accept Christ for the ﬁrst
time. Two, a false prophet will set up a godless world religion (which at the present
time looks like a mystical/emotional thing similar to the New Age Movement). During
the seven-year Tribulation, the false prophet will turn all worship toward the Antichrist.
But things will not go well for the Antichrist. During the seven years of Tribulation,
God will pour out judgments upon the earth, which the Antichrist will not be able to
control. The last 31/2 years will be a time of great Tribulation, where a third of all mankind will die in the midst of tremendous suffering. This will cause the “kings” of the
North, East, and South to rebel against the Antichrist in a bloody world war centered
around battles such as that of Armageddon in Israel. In the midst of this war, Jesus
Christ will return for His Second Coming. This will not be a quiet or secret thing but
a public, dynamic event witnessed by the whole world (possibly on live television via
satellite).
After the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the war will be stopped and all the unbelievers will be put to death. All those who have become believers will go alive into the
1000-year or Millennial Kingdom, where Christ personally reigns over the earth.
This 1000-year period will see great changes take place on earth. There will be some
geological changes. For example, Jerusalem will become a seaport due to a fault line
(which currently exists) splitting, thus creating a channel to the Mediterranean. Animals will once again (as in the Garden of Eden) become vegetarians, and the Spirit
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of God will teach everyone from within about God. Justice will be true and righteous.
Even though only believers will enter this Kingdom, many will be born over the 1000
years who will not be believers. At the end of the period, Satan will be released to deceive those unbelievers into attempting a ﬁnal world war that will be abruptly stopped
by Christ Himself.
When the 1000-year Kingdom is over, God will set up a judgment for all unbelievers
called the Great White Throne Judgment, with Jesus Christ as the Judge. All the
unbelievers will be judged by their deeds and cast into various places of punishment
in the Lake of Fire, which is what we commonly call “hell.” All the believers will be
translated into resurrected bodies. Then the present earth and its surroundings will be
destroyed and a new heaven and new earth will be created. A spectacular city called
the New Jerusalem will sit on the new earth, and all the believers will enter this city
as their ﬁnal home with Jesus Christ. This is what we commonly call “heaven.” The
city will measure approximately 1500 miles by 1500 miles by 1500 miles high (probably
shaped like a pyramid or high mountain).
With this, God ends His revelation of the future. However, God is a creative and a sovereign adventurer, so there is no doubt an eternity of creations yet to come.

Drawing What We Have Learned
The rest of this studybook will outline the following ten major events of the future:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The Promises of the Past ..............................................................6
The First Coming of Christ ...........................................................7
This Present Church Age ..............................................................9
The Pretribulation Rapture ......................................................10
Events for the Church Age Following the Rapture .................12
The Tribulation Period ...............................................................14
The Second Coming of Christ .....................................................19
The Millennial Kingdom .............................................................20
The Great White Throne Judgment ..........................................24
The New Jerusalem and the Eternal State ..............................25

An overview can then be pictured with this diagram:

Israel

Church Age

8
1000 Years

Tr
i

bu
co
la
n
tio
of d
n
C Co
hr m
is in
t
g
M
K ille
in n
gd ni
om al

6

Se

rs
of t C
C om
hr i
is ng
t

3
2000+ Years

Fi

2000 B.C.
Abraham

1
2000 Years

5

Th G
ro rea
ne t
Ju Wh
dg ite
m
en
t

2

10

5 Heavenly
Church
4
Rapture Events
7

New
Jerusalem
(Heaven)

9

Lake of
Fire
(Hell)

Now we shall begin to study more of the speciﬁcs about future prophecy. Of course, it is not necessary to
remember all the Scripture and all the details we shall present. But some speciﬁcs should be learned. We
suggest that you read over the following outlines which describe each phase of prophecy. From time to
time, you will come across a page called Drawing What We Have Learned. These review pages will give
you an opportunity to, little by little, add more to your understanding of the future.

1. The Promises of the Past
(The Covenants of the Old Testament)
A study of covenants is the basis for understanding prophecy. A covenant is simply an agreement between two parties. The Bible describes covenants between man and man (Gen. 21:32) and between
nation and nation (Ex. 23:32). But prophecy is the fulﬁllment of covenants made between God and man.
There are two types of covenants:
Conditional Covenants: Certain things must be fulﬁlled by the receiver of the covenant before the
giver of the covenant is obligated to fulﬁll that which was promised—If you … then God will ….
Unconditional Covenants: That which was promised is given to the receiver of the covenant on the
authority and integrity of the one making the covenant apart from the merit or response of the receiver—God will … no matter what you do.

Three Unconditional Covenants between God and Israel Came Out of the

Abrahamic Covenant

(Genesis 12:1-3, 6-7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1-14; 22:15-18)
When Abraham left his home in obedience to God, God entered into an unconditional
covenant with Abraham and his descendants. He promised them three things:

A Land
Palestinian Covenant
(Deut. 30:1-8 unconditional,
9-10 conditional)

A Seed
Davidic Covenant

(2 Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 89:3-4;
Jer. 33:22, 25-26; Rev. 7:4-8)

• Ampliﬁes the Abrahamic
Covenant regarding the land.

• Ampliﬁes the Abrahamic Covenant regarding the seed.

• God guarantees possession of
the land to Israel. He will judge
and remove all of Israel’s
enemies and give the nation a
new heart prior to placing them
in the land.

• God guarantees there will be
an unbroken succession of kings
in David’s line on the throne
forever (thereby guaranteeing a
seed or nation to be king over).

• The fulﬁllment is during the
Millennial Kingdom.

• Fulﬁllment is in the person
of Jesus Christ on the throne
during the Millennial Kingdom
and into eternity.

A Blessing
New Covenant

(Jer. 33:31-34; Is. 61:8-9;
Ez. 37:21-28)
• Ampliﬁes the Abrahamic
Covenant regarding Israel being
known as a nation blessed of
God.
• God guarantees their offspring
will be known among the nations
… because they are the offspring
whom the Lord has blessed.

The Old Testament closed with these covenants between God and Israel unrealized.
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2. The First Coming of Christ
First Coming
of Christ
(John 3:16-17)
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Before Christ’s Death

From Luke 16:19-31 we learn:
• After death, Old Testament unbelievers went to Hades, and apparently, they still do. It is a conscious
existence (v. 23), they are in torment (v. 23), they could see to Paradise (v. 23), they are in agony in
ﬂame (v. 24), they could call out to people in Paradise (v. 24), there is a ﬁxed chasm (v. 26)—they
cannot cross over to Paradise, they want to warn those still living so they won’t go there (vv. 27-28),
and there is no reincarnation (vv. 30-31).
• After death, Old Testament believers went to Paradise (Luke 23:43), i.e., Abraham’s Bosom (Luke
16:22). They were carried away by angels at death (v. 22), they were with other believers (v. 23), they
were in a place of being comforted (v. 25), possibly because of hearing and seeing others suffer in
Hades, and there was a ﬁxed chasm (v. 26) so they could not cross over to help those in Hades.

At Christ’s Death

•
•
•
•

Christ told the thief on the cross, today you shall be with Me in Paradise (Luke 23:43).
Christ told Mary in the garden after the resurrection that He had not yet ascended to His Father
(John 20:17).
Christ was not abandoned to Hades (Acts 2:31; see also John 3:13).
It is possible that Christ descended to Hades (Paradise) and then ascended to heaven with the Old
Testament believers (Eph. 4:8-10). They could not go immediately to heaven at death until Christ
died, making payment for their sin (Heb. 10:12).

After Christ’s Death
•
•

Unbelievers today apparently continue to go to Hades (Luke 16:19-31).
Unbelievers will go from Hades to the Great White Throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15) where:
(1) First the Book of Life is opened to show their name is not there (vv. 12, 15).
(2) Then the Book of Deeds is opened, from which they are judged (vv. 12-13).
(3) … if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
ﬁre (v. 15).
• Believers today, when they die, are absent from the body and at home with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8).
_____________________

* “Sheol” (a Hebrew word) and “Hades” (a Greek word) may be used interchangeably. The Old Testament used the
word “Sheol” to refer to (1) extreme trouble, (2) death, (3) a place after death, (4) a bad place after death. “Hades”
can also refer to the abode of the unsaved dead between death and the Great White Throne Judgment.

7

Drawing What We Have Learned
Cover up the drawings at the bottom of this page and across the page. Then include
what we have just discussed and put everything you have learned on this drawing.

Now check your chart with the one below.

Eph.
4:8
Believer

2 Cor.
5:8
Believer

Unbeliever

2000 years
ISRAEL

New
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(Heaven)
Rapture
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Unbeliever

7 years
Tribulation

2000+ years
CHURCH

1000 years
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Paradise
Hades
Lake
of Fire
(Hell)

Sheol or Hades
Luke 16:19-31
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3. This Present Church Age
Abrahamic Covenant
(Gen. 12:1-3)

First Coming
of Christ
(John 3:16-17)
Church Age
(Eph. 3:3-9)

Palestinian
Covenant
(Deut. 30:1-10)

Davidic
Covenant
(2 Sam.
7:12-16)

New
Covenant
(Jer.
31:31-34)

Old Testament

New Testament

God has divided His program into time segments called “ages” (Deut. 30:1-10; Dan. 2:31-45; 7:1-28; Hos.
3:4-5; Matt. 23:37–25:46; Acts 15:13-18; Rom. 11:13-29; Rev. 2–22).

Contrast Past Ages to this Present Age
Past Ages (Old Testament)

Present Age (New Testament and Today)

•

Christ is anticipated.

•

•

•

•

The Holy Spirit came upon certain men to
empower them to a given task.
The Good News is anticipated.

•
•

Revelation is incomplete.
Believers are promised blessings in this life.

•
•

•

The nation of Israel is the object of God’s
dealing.

•

•

Christ has come, has died, has been raised,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
The Holy Spirit indwells every believer.
The Good News announces accomplished
salvation through Christ.
Revelation is complete.
Believers are promised persecution in this
life.
The nation of Israel is set aside as an object
of God’s dealing and should not expect fulﬁllment of her promises during this age.

In the Old Testament age, the purpose of God for Israel is stated in covenants. The covenants were God’s
idea, and God bound Himself to keeping them. Therefore, they must be fulﬁlled. But the Old Testament
closes with those purposes unrealized. After the death of Christ, God set up the church age, a new
divine program, not to fulﬁll or to replace the program for Israel, but to interrupt that program. This
interruption was a mystery (Matt. 13:11). [A mystery is a new revelation from God, not given in the
Old Testament.] This mystery, revealed in the New Testament, includes: (1) Israel being blinded so the
Gentiles could be brought into relation with God (Rom. 11:25); (2) the church, the body of Christ, being
made up of both Jews and Gentiles (Eph. 3:3-9; see also Eph. 2:13-16); (3) the revelation of Christ to men
for redemption (Col. 2:2; 4:3); (4) a separate distinct ﬁrst coming of Christ (1 Tim. 3:16); (5) the restraint
of evil by God (2 Thess. 2:7); (6) the development of a great apostate religious system (Rev. 17:5, 7); and
(7) a new method by which God received men into His presence apart from death (1 Cor. 15:51).

The End of the Age

The condition of the false church will be: denial of Christ (2 Pet. 2:1), denial of Christ’s return (2 Pet.
3:3-4), denial of faith (1 Tim. 4:1-2), denial of sound doctrine (2 Tim. 4:3-4), no denial of self (2 Tim. 3:17), denial of morals (2 Tim. 3:1-8, 13; Jude 18), and denial of authority (2 Tim. 3:4).
The condition of the true church will be: resurrected and translated into the presence of the Lord (John
14:1-3; 1 Cor. 1:8; 15:51-52; 2 Cor. 5:1-9; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Thess. 2:1).
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Abrahamic
Covenant
(Gen. 12:1-3)

4. The Pretribulation Rapture*
First Coming
of Christ
(John 3:16-17)

Palestinian
Covenant
(Deut. 30:1-10)

Davidic
Covenant
(2 Sam.
7:12-16)

Church Age
(Eph. 3:3-9)

Rapture
(1 Thess.
4:16-17)

New
Covenant
(Jer.
31:31-34)

Old Testament

New Testament

The church, in its entirety, will, by resurrection and translation, be removed from the earth before (1
Thess. 1:10; 5:9) any part of the seven-year Tribulation begins. (Revelation 6:16-17 shows the wrath of
God in the ﬁrst parts of the Tribulation.) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise ﬁrst. Then
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up [raptured] together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:16-17).
The church and Israel are two distinct groups with whom God has a divine plan. The church is a mystery, unrevealed in the Old Testament (Eph. 2:13-16; 3:3-9). This present mystery age interrupts the
program of God for Israel because of Israel’s rejection of the Messiah at His ﬁrst coming. This mystery
program must be completed before God will resume His program with Israel and bring it to completion.

The Doctrine of Imminence

Many signs were given to Israel which would precede the Second Coming of Christ. But to the church no
such signs were given. The church was told to live in the light of the imminent (at any moment) coming
of the Lord (John 14:2-3; Acts 1:11; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; Phil. 3:20; Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 1:10; 1 Tim. 6:14; Jas.
5:8). Believers are to be expecting an any-minute Rapture, not looking for signs that precede His coming.

Distinctions between the Rapture and the Second Coming
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Rapture
All believers are removed from the earth.
Christ never appears on the earth.
The saints are caught up into the air.
(The action is up.)
Christ comes to claim a bride.
The Tribulation is about to begin.
It is an imminent event.
It brings a message of comfort.
It is related to the church.
It is a mystery (not revealed in the Old Testament).
Believers are rewarded.
Creation is unchanged.
The Gentiles as a group are unaffected.
Israel’s covenants are unaffected.
It takes place before the Day of Wrath.
The expectation of the church is that the Lord
is at hand (Phil. 4:5).
The church is taken into the Lord’s presence.
It’s a blessing for believers.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

*See the Appendix for other views of the Rapture.
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The Second Coming
All unbelievers are removed from the earth.
Christ appears to all the earth.
Christ returns to the earth.
(The action is down.)
Christ returns with a bride.
The Millennial Kingdom is about to begin.
It is preceded by a multitude of signs.
It brings a message of fear and judgment.
It is related to Israel and the world.
It is revealed in both Testaments.
Gentiles and Israel are judged.
Creation is changed.
The Gentiles are judged.
Israel’s covenants are fulﬁlled.
It follows the Day of Wrath.
The expectation of Israel is that the Kingdom
is at hand (Matt. 24:14).
Israel is taken into the Kingdom.
It’s a judgment for unbelievers.

Drawing What We Have Learned
Once again, cover up the drawing at the bottom of this page and add what you’ve
learned on the time drawing.

Now check your chart with the one below.
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ISRAEL

Believer

1 Thess.
4:16-17

2 Cor.
5:8

Second
Coming

Eph. 3:3-9

CHURCH
Believer

Unbeliever

Rapture

ISRAEL

Unbeliever

ISRAEL

7 years

1000 years

Tribulation

Genesis 12:1-3
land+ seed + blessing

New
Jerusalem
(Heaven)

Millennial Kingdom

Hades

Paradise

Sheol or Hades
Luke 16:19-31

11

Lake
of Fire
(Hell)

5. The Events for the Church Following the Rapture
Bema
(2 Cor.
5:10)

Abrahamic
Covenant
(Gen. 12:1-3)
First Coming
of Christ
(John 3:16-17)
Palestinian
Covenant
(Deut. 30:1-10)

Davidic
Covenant
(2 Sam.
7:12-16)

Church Age
(Eph. 3:3-9)

Marriage
(Rev.
19:7-8)

Rapture
(1 Thess.
4:16-17)

New
Covenant
(Jer.
31:31-34)

Old Testament

New Testament

The Bema Seat of Christ

(2 Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 3:9-15;
see also 1 Corinthians 9:17, 24-27; James 5:7-9, 12; and 2 John 8)
What does it mean? In these passages, the Greek word bema is used. In Grecian games
in Athens, the old arena contained a raised platform on which the president or umpire
of the arena sat. From here he rewarded all the contestants; and here he rewarded all
winners. It was called the “bema” or “reward seat” [L. Sale-Herrison, “Judgment Seat of
Christ,” New York: Hepzibah House, 1938, p. 8].
When will it happen? It takes place following the Rapture of the church. According to
Luke 14:14, reward is associated with the resurrection (1 Thess. 4:13-17), which happens at the Rapture. When the Lord returns to the earth with His bride to reign, the
bride is seen as already rewarded (Rev. 19:8).
Where does it happen? It takes place in the Lord’s presence in the sphere of the “heavenlies” (1 Thess. 4:17; 2 Cor. 5:1-8).
Who is the examiner? The Son of God (John 5:22; Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:10).
Who are the examined? Only believers from the church age (2 Cor. 5:1-19).
What is the basis of examination? The question of salvation is not being considered
(Rom. 8:1). The sin issue is not being considered (their sins and iniquities will I remember no more—Heb. 10:17). This is an individual examination of each believer before
the Lord. The quality of the believer’s works are examined (1 Cor. 3:13-15), called the
things done in his body (2 Cor. 5:10), in order that it may be determined whether they
are good or bad (not in the sense of moral evil but rather that which is acceptable and
that which is worthless in God’s sight).
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What Are the Results of this Examination?
Rewards:
• An imperishable crown is given for those who get mastery over the old man
(1 Cor. 9:24-27).
• A crown of rejoicing is given for soul winners (1 Thess. 2:19).
• A crown of life is given for those enduring trials (James 1:12).
• A crown of righteousness is given for loving His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8).
• A crown of glory is given for being willing to feed the ﬂock of God (1 Pet. 5:4).
• Rewards are lost for not watching yourself and losing the crown that has
been already accomplished in you (1 Cor. 9:27; 2 John 8).
Glorified:
• Each person will have a different capacity to manifest the glory of Christ,
but each will be ﬁlled to his own capacity (Dan. 12:3; Matt. 13:43; Rom. 8:17;
1 Cor. 15:40-41, 49).
Reign:
• We will reign with Christ (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:6).

The Marriage of the Lamb

(John 3:29; Rom. 7:4; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-33; Rev. 19:7-8; 21:1–22:7)
What Does It Mean? At the Rapture of the church, Christ will appear as a bridegroom
to take His bride unto Himself, so that the relationship that was pledged might be consummated and that the two might become one.
When Does It Happen? The marriage takes place between the bema of Christ [because
the bride appears in the righteousness of the saints (Rev. 19:8), which can only refer to
those things that have been accepted at the bema seat of Christ] and the Second Coming of Christ. [The marriage of the Lamb has come (Rev. 19:7) is the aorist tense of the
verb, indicating a completed act.]
Where Does It Happen? Because it follows the bema seat of Christ, which has been
shown to be in the heavenlies, and because it is from the air (the church comes when
the Lord returns—Rev. 19:14), the marriage must take place in heaven.
Who Participates? It evidently involves only Christ and the church.
It seems there is a distinction between the marriage of the Lamb and the marriage
supper.*
__________________________
*The marriage supper is an event that involves Israel and takes place on the earth. In Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:1624; and Matthew 25:1-13, Israel is waiting for the return of the bridegroom and the bride (the Second Coming). The
wedding supper becomes a parable picture of the entire millennial age. During the tribulation period, Israel will be
invited to enter the millennial age. Many will reject that invitation and will then be cast out. But many will accept,
and they will be received into the Millennium. Because of rejection, the invitation will also go to the Gentiles so that
many of them will be included in the Millennial Kingdom.

13

6. The Tribulation Period
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It is impossible to set forth all the declarations of the Scripture on this subject. The line of revelation
begins early in the Old Testament and continues through the New. The Apostle John summarizes this
period when he writes, And the kings of the earth and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in
the rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of
Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of His wrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand?” (Rev. 6:15-17; emphasis mine; see also Deut. 4:30-31; Isa. 2:19; 24:1,
3, 6, 19-21; 26:20-21; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 9:27; 12:1; Joel 1:15; 2:1-2; Amos 5:18, 20; Zeph. 1:14-15, 18; Matt.
24:21-22; Luke 21:25-26; 1 Thess. 5:3; and Rev. 3:10).

The Nature of the Tribulation

It is a time of: wrath (Zeph. 1:15, 18; 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:9; Rev. 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:10, 19; 15:1, 7); judgment
(Rev. 14:7; 16:5, 7; 19:2); trial (Rev. 3:10); trouble (Jer. 30:7; Zeph. 1:14-15; Dan. 12:1); destruction (Joel
1:15; 1 Thess. 5:3); darkness (Joel 2:2; Amos 5:18; Zeph. 1:14-18); desolation (Dan. 9:27; Zeph. 1:14-15);
overturning (Isa. 24:1-4, 19-21); and punishment (Isa. 24:20-21).

The Source of the Tribulation

(1) The wrath of Satan and his hatred for Israel (Rev. 12:12-17).
(2) The wrath of the Beast, Satan’s puppet (called the Antichrist), against the saints (Rev. 13:7).
(3) Primarily the wrath and judgment of God Himself upon the earth (Isa. 24:1; 26:21; Joel 1:15;
Zeph. 1:18; Rev. 6:16-17; 11:18; 14:10, 19; 15:4, 7; 16:1, 7, 19; 19:1-2).

The Purpose of the Tribulation

(1) The ﬁrst purpose is to prepare the nation Israel for her Messiah, to bring about the conversion of a
multitude of Jews who will enter into the blessings of the Kingdom and experience the fulﬁllment of
all Israel’s covenants (Deut. 4:30; Jer. 30:7; Ezek. 20:37; Dan. 12:1; Zech. 13:8-9; Matt. 24:9-26; Rev.
7:4-8; 12:1-2; 17). It is also God’s purpose to populate the Millennium with a multitude of saved Gentiles, who are redeemed through the preaching of the believing remnant (Rev. 7:9; Matt. 25:31-46).
(2) The second great purpose of the Tribulation is to pour out judgment on unbelieving man and nations (Rev. 3:10). God is judging the nations of the earth because of their godlessness (Jer. 25:32-33;
2 Thess. 2:12). For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for
their iniquity (Isa. 26:21). They have been deceived by the false teaching of the harlot system (Rev.
14:8), they have followed the false prophet in the worship of the beast (Rev. 13:11-18) and have blasphemed the name of God … and they repented not to give Him glory (Rev. 16:9). Since the Kingdom
to follow is a reign of righteousness, this judgment must be viewed as another step in the progress of
God’s program in dealing with sin so that the Messiah may reign.
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Major Bible Passages Outlining the Tribulation
Matthew 24 and 25—Christ’s Chronological Order for the Tribulation
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In the ﬁrst half of the Tribulation, Israel will receive chastisements (vv. 4-8, also the seals of Revelation 6), although they dwell in relative safety under the false covenant with the Antichrist (Dan.
9:27).
In the middle of the 7 years, persecution will break out (v. 9; Rev. 12:12-17) because of the one who
makes desolate [the beast, i.e., the Antichrist] (v. 15; 2 Thess. 2; Rev. 13:1-10), who will cause the
Israelites to ﬂee from the land (vv. 16-20).
Unbelieving Israel will be deceived by the False Prophet (v. 11; Rev. 13:11-18) and go into apostasy
(v. 12; 2 Thess. 2:11).
Believing Israel will be a witnessing people, carrying the Good News that these events herald the approach of the Messiah (v. 14).
This period will end with the Second Coming of the Messiah (vv. 27, 30-37).
The event following the Second Coming will be the regathering of Israel to the land (Deut. 30:3-4;
Ezek. 20:33-49; 37:1-14).
The illustrative parables emphasize people occupied with the usual things of life without any
thought of the Messiah’s return:
(a) Fig tree (24:32-36)–Shows that when the trouble begins, Christ will come soon.
(b) Days of Noah (24:37-39)–Shows the unpreparedness for judgment.
(c) Two in a ﬁeld and two in the mill (24:40-41)–Pictures the unexpectedness of the Lord’s coming.
(d) Faithful and faithless servants (24:45-51).
(e) Ten virgins (25:1-13)—Predicts Christ coming with His bride (the church) and unbelieving
Israelites taken into judgment and believing Israelites going on into the Millennial Kingdom.
(f) Ten talents (25:14-30)–The same as the ten virgins (see also Ezek. 20:37-42). These also
include the same judgment of Gentiles.

Daniel’s Description of the Tribulation
Times of the Gentiles

The “times of the Gentiles” described by Christ in Luke 21:24 is the period in which Jerusalem will be
under the authority of Gentiles. It began with the Babylonian Captivity, has continued into the present time, and will continue through the tribulation period. It ends at the Second Coming of Christ to the
earth. In Daniel 2, the course of the world empires is viewed from man’s perspective as a glorious image.
These same empires are viewed from the Divine viewpoint as four wild beasts which devour and destroy
all before them and are worthy of judgment. The ﬁrst is the Babylonian Empire, the second is the MedoPersian Empire, the third is the Greek Empire, and the ﬁnal one is the Roman Empire. The ﬁrst three
empires were conquered. The Roman Empire faded away but will one day return as the empire of the
Antichrist. From Daniel, we see the following:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

There must be a realignment of nations to constitute the ﬁnal form of the fourth world empire. This
empire will be the one smitten by the “stone” [Jesus Christ] (2:35). It will be made up of ten different parts (2:33; 7:7). It will be an outgrowth from and ﬁnal development of the fourth great empire
(Rome). It will have one head (the Antichrist), who will have overthrown three of the existing heads
of state in his ascendancy to power (7:8).
The head of this empire (the Antichrist) will be a blasphemer (7:8, 25), a persecutor of the saints
(7:25), and the special enemy of God and God’s program with Israel.
This head of the empire will make a covenant with Israel to restore their sovereignty (9:27), which he
will break (9:27).
This leader will invade Palestine (11:41) and set up headquarters there (11:45).
He will be judged at the return of the Lord (7:11, 26).
The destruction of this leader and his hosts will redeem Jerusalem from Gentile control (7:18, 22,
27).
This deliverance takes place at the Second Coming of the Messiah (7:13; 2:35).
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